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PREFACE
This book has been prepared with the objective of providing a clear
and comprehensive understanding of the various provisions
contained in the Designs Act, 2000. Each section of the Act has
been reproduced verbatim to ensure accuracy and authenticity,
followed by simplified explanations written in original language to
facilitate better understanding of the intent and practical
application of the law. The explanations have been presented in a
manner that connects the legislative text with its practical
interpretation, enabling readers to comprehend the provisions with
greater ease.

The book is intended to serve as a useful reference for students,
researchers, legal practitioners, and professionals engaged in the
field of intellectual property, particularly those preparing for
examinations or seeking to understand the framework of design
protection in India. Efforts have been made to maintain clarity,
precision, and relevance throughout, so as to make the content
informative and accessible.

REFERENCE
The statutory text reproduced in this book has been sourced from the
Designs Act, 2000 (Act No. 16 of 2000), as amended and currently in
force in India. The reproduction of the legislative material is solely for
educational and reference purposes, with due acknowledgment to the
Government of India as the original publisher of the enactment.
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At RAS Intellect, we turn ideas into powerful assets.
We help innovators — from solo founders to global enterprises — protect and
profit from their intellectual property through expert patent, trademark,
copyright and IP strategy services. Our team simplifies the complexities of IP law,
guiding you from ideation to enforcement with precision and clarity. Wherever
innovation happens, RAS Intellect ensures it’s protected and positioned to grow.
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In alignment with the national vision of Viksit Bharat@2047, RAS Intellect is
collaborating with the Punjab School Education Board (PSEB) to introduce
Intellectual Property (IP) education in schools across Punjab.

This initiative aims to embed IP awareness and foundational knowledge within
the school curriculum — empowering students and educators to understand,
create, and protect innovation from an early age. By nurturing IP consciousness at
the grassroots level, we are shaping a generation of future-ready innovators
equipped to lead India toward self-reliance and global competitiveness.

Recent Milestones
Recognitions and Contributions from 2024–2025

National IP Outreach Mission – Viksit Bharat
Dr. Ruchi represented RAS Intellect Solutions as a panelist in the “IPR for Women
in Business” session organized by PHDCCI, contributing to the national dialogue
on IP for inclusive innovation.

National IP Yatra 2025 – ASSOCHAM & MSME Ministry
As co-panelist at this MSME Ministry-supported event, Dr. Ruchi addressed
“Maximizing IP Value for Startups & MSMEs,” underscoring the firm’s expertise in
IP commercialization.

National Intellectual Property Awards 2024 – Ministry of Commerce &
CGPDTM

Dr. Ruchi was invited to the prestigious IP Awards held at Bharat Mandapam, New
Delhi, recognizing RAS Intellect’s national contribution to IP literacy and strategy.
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for excellence in research and innovation leadership.
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Meet the Founder
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Over 20 years of experience in academic research, intellectual property
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Recognized among the Top 50 Mentors in India for contributions to
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Serves as a Regional Mentor of Change under the Atal Innovation
Mission, NITI Aayog
Successfully guided over 2,300 patent filings across diverse fields,
including AI, drones, and cybersecurity
Established three Centres of Excellence during her academic leadership,
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At the intersection of policy, education, and intellectual property, Dr. Ruchi Singla
is building a more innovation-ready India.
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PRELIMINARY 
Section 1: Short title, extent and Commencement
(1) This Act may be called the Design Act, 2000.
(2) It extends to the whole of India.
(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by notification, appoint and
different dates may be appointed for different provisions of this Act and any reference in any such
provision to the commencement of this Act shall be construed as a reference to the coming into force
of that provision.

Explanation: This section outlines the official name of the law, which is used in all legal documents.
The year ‘2000’ refers to the year it was enacted by Parliament, not necessarily when it became
effective. The Designs Act, 2000 is territorial in nature which means it applies uniformly to all states
and union territories within India. This Act does not automatically come into effect on the date it is
passed or published. Instead, the Central Government has the authority to decide when the Act, or
specific parts of it, will come into force by issuing an official notification.

Section 2: Definition
In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context.
(a) “article” means any article of manufacture and any substance, artificial, or partly artificial and
partly natural and includes any part of an article capable of being made and sold separately;
(b) “Controller” means the Controller-General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks referred to in
Section 3;
(c) “copyright” means the exclusive right to apply a design to any article in any class in which the
design is registered;
d) “design” means only the features of shape, configuration, pattern, ornament or composition of lines
or colours applied to any article whether in two dimensional or three dimensional or in both forms, by
any industrial process or means, whether manual, mechanical or chemical, separate or combined,
which in the finished article appeal to and are judged solely by the eye; but does not include any mode
or principle of construction or anything which is in substance a mere mechanical device, and does not
include any trade mark as defined in clause (v) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Trade and
Merchandise Marks Act, 1958 or property mark as defined in section 479 of the Indian Penal Code or
any artistic work as defined in clause (c) of section 2 of the Copyright Act, 1957
(e) “High Court” shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in clause (i) of sub-section (I) of
section 2 of the Patents Act, 1970;
(f) “legal representative” means a person who in law represents the estate of a deceased person;
(g) “original”, in relation to a design, means originating from the author of such design and includes
the cases which though old in themselves yet are new in their application;
(h) “Patent Office” means the patent office referred to in section 74 of the Patents Act, 1970 (39 of
1970)
(i) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules under this Act; and 
(j) “proprietor of a new or original design”,-

(i) where the author of the design, for good consideration, executes the work for some other
person, means the person for whom the design is so executed;
(ii) where any person acquires the design or the right to apply the design to any article, either
exclusively of any other person or otherwise, means, in the respect and to the extent in and to
which the design or right has been so acquired, the person by whom the design or right is so
acquired; and
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 (iii) in any other case, means the author of the design; and where the property in or the right to
apply, the design has devolved from the original proprietor upon any other person, includes that
other person.

Explanation: Section 2 of the Designs Act, 2000 explains important terms to help interpret the law
clearly. 

It defines an "article" as any manufactured item—whether artificial, partly natural, or a component
sold separately. 

The "Controller" refers to the Controller-General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks, who is
responsible for overseeing design registrations. 

"Copyright" means the exclusive right of the registered proprietor to apply their design to any article
within the class for which it was registered. This definition is distinctly different from the concept of
copyright under the Copyright Act, 1957, which protects original literary, dramatic, musical, and
artistic works.

According to subsection (d) "design" refers to as the ornamental or aesthetic features applied to an
article through an industrial process. These features, which can be two-dimensional (e.g. a pattern
on a wallpaper), three-dimensional (e.g. the shape of a bottle), or both, must appeal to the eye in the
finished article. The essence of a design lies in its appearance, not in how it works. Further it is
mentioned that the aesthetic features must be "applied to any article" through an "industrial process
or means". This indicates that design protection is intended for mass-produced goods, not for one-
off artistic creations. This subsection clearly distinguishes design from other forms of intellectual
property i.e Trademark (Unlike a design which enhances the aesthetic value, a trademark serves as
a source identifier for goods or services); Property mark ( explicitly excludes any property mark as
defined in the Indian Penal Code); Artistic work ( excludes "artistic work" as defined under section
2(c) of the Copyright Act, 1957 which means that once a design is industrially applied to more than
50 articles, it loses its protection under copyright law and can only be protected under the Designs
Act if it is registered. This prevents a perpetual monopoly for designs that are intended for mass
production.)

In summary, the detailed definition of "design" in the Designs Act, 2000, establishes a clear legal
basis for protecting the aesthetic aspects of industrially produced articles, while carefully
delineating its scope to avoid overlap with patent, trademark, and copyright law. 

The definition of High Court is taken directly from the Patents Act, 1970, which specifies that the
term refers to the High Court having territorial jurisdiction. A legal representative is defined as the
person legally representing a deceased person's estate. Under the Designs Act, an "original" design
can either be a completely new creation from an author or an old design that is applied in a new and
unique way to an article. This ensures protection for both truly novel designs and innovative
applications of existing concepts.

The Patent Office refers to the office mentioned in the Patents Act, 1970, which is where design
applications are processed. The term ‘prescribed’ simply means specified by the rules created
under the Designs Act. 

Chapter 1 : Preliminary
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At last the term ‘proprietor’ is defined in detail. The proprietor of a new or original design is not
always the person who physically created it. If the author of a design creates it for someone else in
exchange for ‘good consideration’ then the person who paid for it becomes the proprietor. Similarly,
if someone acquires the rights to use or own the design, whether exclusively or otherwise, they
become the proprietor to the extent of those acquired rights. In all other situations, the original
author of the design is the proprietor and this also includes any person upon whom the rights to the
design have lawfully passed from the original proprietor. This ensures that ownership can be clearly
established based on who commissions (hires) the work, who acquires the rights or who originally
created it.

Chapter 1 : Preliminary
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REGISTRATION OF DESIGNS
Section 3
Controller and other officers
(1)The Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks appointed under sub-section (1) of
section 4 of the Trade and Merchandise Marks Act, 1958 (43 of1958) shall be the Controller of
Designs for the purposes of this Act.
(2)For the purposes of this Act, the Central Government may appoint as many examiners and other
officers and with such designations, as it thinks fit.
(3)Subject to the provisions of this Act, the officers appointed under sub-section (2) shall discharge
under the superintendence and directions of the Controller such functions of the Controller under this
Act as he may, from time to time by general or special order in writing, authorize them to discharge.
(4)Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section (3), the Controller may by order
in writing and for reasons to be recorded therein, withdraw any matter pending before an officer
appointed under sub-section (2) and deal with such mater himself either de novo or from the stage it
was so withdrawn or transfer the same to another officer appointed under sub-section (2) who may,
subject to special directions in the order of transfer, proceed with the matter either de novo or from
the stage it was so transferred.

Explanation: Section 3 lays down the administrative framework for implementing and managing the
provisions of the Designs Act. It outlines the jurisdiction and powers of the Controller of Designs,
and also specifies the appointment and functions of other officers who assist in the administration
of the Designs Act. It designates the Controller General of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks,
appointed under the Trade and Merchandise Marks Act, 1958, as the Controller of Designs. The
Central Government may appoint as many examiners and officers as necessary, with appropriate
designations, to assist in carrying out the purposes of the Act. These officers work under the
supervision and direction of the Controller, who may delegate specific functions to them through
written orders. The Controller also has the authority by a written and reasoned order to withdraw any
matter from an officer and either deal with it personally or transfer it to another officer, allowing the
matter to be handled afresh or from the stage it was left.

SECTION 4
Prohibition of registration of certain designs
A design which –
(a) is not new or original; or
(b) has been disclosed to the public anywhere in India or in any other country by publication in
tangible form or by use or in any other way prior to the filing date, or where applicable, the priority
date of the application for registration; or
(c) is not significantly distinguishable from known designs or combination of known designs; or
(d) comprises or contains scandalous or obscene matter shall not be registered.
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Explanation: This section defines the grounds on which a design cannot be registered under the
Designs Act. According to this section a design will not be registered if it is not new or original,
which means that design must show novelty and should not be copied or imitated from existing
designs. A design is also ineligible for registration if it has already been disclosed to the public in
India or abroad through publication, use or any other means before the filing or priority date of the
application, as prior disclosure destroys its novelty. Further a design that is not significantly
distinguishable from known designs or is merely a combination of existing designs without any new
or unique features cannot be registered. Lastly, any design containing scandalous or obscene
matter is prohibited from registration.

SECTION 5
Application for registration of designs
(1) The Controller may, on the application of any person claiming to be the proprietor of any new or
original design not previously published in any country and which is not contrary to public order or
morality, register the design under this Act:
Provided that the Controller shall before such registration refer the application for examination, by an
examiner appointed under sub-section (2) of section 3, as to whether such design is capable of being
registered under this Act and the rules made thereunder and consider the report of the examiner on
such reference.
(2) Every application under Sub-Section (1) shall be in the prescribed form and shall be filed in the
Patent Office in the prescribed manner and shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee.
(3) A design may be registered in not more than one class, and, in case of doubt as to the class in
which a design ought to be registered, the Controller may decide the question.
(4) The Controller may, if he thinks fit, refuse to register any design presented to him for registration;
but any person, person aggrieved by any such refusal may appeal to the High Court.
(5) An application which, owing to any default or neglect on the part of the applicant, has not been
completed so as to enable registration to be effected within the prescribed time shall be deemed to
be abandoned.
(6) A design when registered shall be registered as of the date of the application for registration.

Explanation: This section defines the procedure and conditions for applying for registration of a
design in India. According to this section, any person claiming to be the proprietor of a new or
original design that has not been previously published anywhere and is not against public order or
morality may apply for its registration. Before registration, the Controller sends the application to an
Examiner (appointed under Section 3) to check if the design meets all legal requirements under the
Design Act and its rules. The Controller reviews the Examiner’s report before deciding. The
application for design registration must be filed in the prescribed form, in the Patent Office,
following the prescribed manner and accompanied by the prescribed fee. Each design can be
registered in only one class according to the classification of articles. If there is any doubt about
which class the design belongs to, the Controller has the authority to decide. The Controller can
refuse registration if the design doesn’t meet legal standards. If refused, the applicant can appeal to
the High Court. However if the applicant fails to complete the process within the given time due to
delay or neglect, the application is considered abandoned and won’t move forward. 
Once a design is registered, it is deemed to be registered as of the date of the application, meaning
the rights of the proprietor take effect from the date the application was filed, not from the date of
actual registration.

Chapter 2: Registration of Designs
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SECTION 6
Registration to be in respect of particular article
(1)A design may be registered in respect of any or all of the articles comprised in a prescribed class
of articles.
(2)Any question arising as to the class within which any article falls shall be determined by the
Controller whose decision in the matter shall be final.
(3)Where a design has been registered in respect of any article comprised in a class
 of article, the application of the proprietor of the design to register it in respect of some one or more
other articles comprised in that class of articles shall not be refused, nor shall the registration thereof
invalidated -

(a) on the ground of the design not being a new or original design, by reason only that it was so
previously registered; or
(b) on the ground of the design having been previously published in India or in any other country,
by reason only that it has been applied to article in respect of which it was previously registered:

Provided that such subsequent registration shall not extend the period of copyright in the design
beyond that arising from previous registration.
4) Where any person makes an application for the registration of a design in respect of any article and
either-

 (a) that design has been previously registered by another person in respect of some other article;
or
 (b) the design to which the application relates consists of a design previously registered by
another person in respect of the same or some other article with modifications or variations not
sufficient to alter the character or substantially to affect the identity thereof, then, if at any time
while the application is pending the applicant becomes the registered proprietor of the design
previously registered, the foregoing provisions of the section shall apply as if at the time of
making the application the applicant had been the registered proprietor of that design.

Explanation: This section defines that the registration of a design must always be connected to a
specific article or group of articles within a prescribed class of articles. A design can be registered
in respect of any or all articles belonging to a particular class as prescribed in the classification
system (for example, furniture, textiles, or packaging). If there is any uncertainty regarding the class
to which an article belongs, the Controller shall decide the appropriate class and this decision shall
be final. When a design has already been registered for one article within a class, the proprietor can
later apply to register the same design for other articles in the same class. Such subsequent
registration cannot be refused or invalidated merely because the design is not new or original (since
it was already registered earlier) or because it has already been published by virtue of the earlier
registration. However, the copyright period for the new registration does not reset, i.e. it remains
tied to the date of the first registration.

Further if a person applies to register a design and that design (or a slightly modified version of it)
has already been registered by another person, but during the pendency of the new application the
applicant acquires ownership of the earlier registered design, then the application will be treated as
if the applicant was the original proprietor.

Chapter 2: Registration of Designs
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SECTION 7
Publication of particulars of registered designs
The Controller shall, as soon as may be after the registration of a design, cause publication of the
prescribed particulars of the design to be published in such manner as may be prescribed, and
thereafter the design shall be open to public inspection.

Explanation: This section deals with the public disclosure of registered designs. According to this
section, once a design has been registered, the Controller must publish the prescribed particulars of
that design like the name of the proprietor, the class and article, and the registration number in the
official manner prescribed by the rules (usually through the Patent Office Journal). After the
publication, the registered design becomes open to public inspection, meaning anyone can view or
access information about it. This helps prevent duplication or infringement and promotes
awareness of protected designs.

SECTION 8
Power of Controller to make orders regarding substitution of application, etc.
(1)If the Controller is satisfied on a claim made in the prescribed manner at any time before a design
has been registered that by virtue of any assignment or agreement in writing made by the applicant or
one of the applicants for registration of the design or by operation of law, the claimant would, if the
design were then registered, be entitled thereto or to the interest of the applicant therein, or to an
undivided share of the design or of that interest, the Controller may, subject to the provisions of this
section, direct that the application shall proceed in the name of the claimant or in the names of the
claimants and the applicant or the other joint applicant or applicants, accordingly as the case may
require.
(2)No such direction as aforesaid shall be given by virtue of any assignment or agreement made by
one two or more joint applicants for registration of a design except with the consent of the other joint
applicant or applicants.
(3)No such direction as aforesaid shall be given by virtue of any assignment or agreement for the
assignment of the benefit of a design unless-

 (a) the design is identified therein by reference to the number of the application for the
registration; or
 (b) there is produced to the Controller an acknowledgement by the person by whom the
assignment or agreement was made that the assignment or agreement relates to the design in
respect of which that application is made; or
(c) the rights of the claimant in respect of the design have been finally established by the decision
of a court; or
(d) the Controller gives directions for enabling the application to proceed or for regulating the
manner in which it should be proceeded with under sub-section (5).

(4) Where one of two or more joint applicants for registration of a design dies at any time before the
design has been registered, the Controller may, upon a request in that behalf made by the survivor or
survivors, and with the consent of the legal representative of the deceased, direct that the application
shall proceed in the name of the survivor or survivors alone.
(5) If any dispute arises between joint applicants for registration of a design whether or in what
manner the application should be proceeded with, the Controller may, upon application made to him
in the prescribed manner by any of the parties, and after giving to all parties concerned an opportunity
to be heard, give such directions as he thinks fit for enabling the application to proceed in the name of
one or more of the parties alone or for regulating the manner in which it should be proceeded with, or
for both those purposes, as the case may require.

Chapter 2: Registration of Designs
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Explanation: This section empowers the Controller of Designs to make necessary changes or
substitutions in a pending design application when ownership or rights over that design change
before registration. According to this section, if someone claims the ownership of a design (through
assignment, agreement, or law) before it’s registered and the Controller is satisfied with the claim-
the Controller can order that the application continue in the name of the new claimant, or jointly with
the original applicant(s) depending on the situation. If the application was made by joint applicants,
one of them cannot transfer or assign his rights without the consent of the other joint applicant(s).
The Controller will not recognize such a transfer unless all parties agree. As per subsection (3) of
this section, to avoid disputes or fraudulent claims, the Controller shall recognize an assignment
only if: 

(a) The design is clearly identified by reference to the application number, or
(b) There is written acknowledgment from the assignor confirming that the assignment relates to
that specific design, or
(c) The claimant’s rights have been confirmed by a court decision, or
(d) The Controller gives directions under sub-section (5) to resolve disputes or proceed with the
application.

Further if one of several joint applicants dies before registration, the surviving applicant(s) may
request that the application continue in their name alone, provided the legal representative of the
deceased applicant gives consent.

As per subsection (5), if disputes arise among joint applicants about how to proceed with the
application, any party can approach the Controller. After hearing all sides, the Controller can decide:
whether the application should continue in the name of one or more applicants, or how the matter
should proceed further.

SECTION 9
Certificate of registration
(1) The Controller shall grant a certificate of registration to the proprietor of the design when
registered
 (2) The Controller may, in case of loss of the original certificate, or in any other case in which he
deems it expedient, furnish one or more copies of the certificate.

Explanation: Once a design is successfully registered, the Controller issues a certificate of
registration to the registered proprietor. This certificate serves as official proof of ownership and
registration under the Design Act. If the original certificate is lost, or in any other situation where
the Controller considers it appropriate, he may issue one or more copies of the certificate.

Chapter 2: Registration of Designs
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SECTION 10
Register of designs
(1)There shall be kept at the Patent Office a book called the register of designs, wherein shall be
entered the names and addresses of proprietors of registered designs, notifications of assignments
and of transmissions of registered designs, and such other matter as may be prescribed and such
register may be maintained wholly or partly on computer, floppies or diskettes, subject to such
safeguards as may be prescribed.
(2)Where the register is maintained wholly or partly on computer floppies and diskettes under sub-
section (1), any reference in this Act to any entry in the register shall be construed as the reference to
entry so maintained on computer, floppies or diskettes.
(3)The register of designs existing at the commencement of this Act shall be incorporated with and
form part of the register of designs under this Act.
(4)The register of designs shall be prima facie evidence of any matter by this Act directed or
authorized to be entered therein.

Explanation: According to this section, a Register of Designs shall be maintained at the Patent
Office. This register includes the following details:

Names and addresses of the proprietors of registered designs,
Notifications of assignments (transfers of ownership) and transmissions (by operation of law,
e.g., inheritance),
Any other information prescribed under the rules.

The register may be maintained wholly or partly in electronic form, such as on computers, floppies,
or diskettes, provided that appropriate safeguards are in place to protect the data. As per
subsection (2), if the Register of Designs is maintained wholly or partly in electronic form (such as
on computers, floppies, or diskettes), any mention of an entry in the register under the Designs Act
refers to the electronic version just as much as it would to a physical book. In other words, digital
records are treated as legally valid and equivalent to physical ones.

Any register of designs that existed before this Act came into force will be incorporated into the new
register, forming a continuing official record under the current law. Further the register of designs is
considered prima facie evidence, meaning that the Register of Designs is considered valid proof of
the information it contains.

Chapter 2: Registration of Designs
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COPYRIGHT IN REGISTERED DESIGNS
SECTION 11
Copyright on registration
(1) When a design is registered, the registered proprietor of the design shall, subject to the provisions
of this Act, have copyright in the design during ten years from the date of registration.

 (2) If, before the expiration of the said ten years, application for the extension of the period of
copyright is made to the Controller in the prescribed manner, the Controller shall, on payment of the
prescribed fee, extend the period of copy-right for a second period of five years from the expiration of
the original period of ten years.

Explanation: Section 11 deals with the duration of protection granted to a registered design and the
possibility of extending that protection. When a design is registered under the Designs Act, the
creator (i.e. registered proprietor) gets copyright protection for 10 years from the date of
registration. This protection allows the owner to use the design commercially, prevent unauthorized
copying or imitation and to take legal action against infringement.
the owner has the option to apply for an extension. This application must be submitted to the
Controller, who is the designated authority, in the format prescribed by law and accompanied by the
required fee. If the Controller approves the application, the copyright protection is extended for an
additional five years, resulting in a total protection period of 15 years from the date of original
registration.

SECTION 12
Restoration of lapsed designs
(1) Where a design has ceased to have effect by reason of failure to pay the fee for the extension of
copyright under sub-section (2) of section 11, the proprietor of such design or his legal representative
and where the design was held by two or more persons jointly, then, with the leave of the Controller
one or more of them without jointing the others, may, within one year from the date on which the
design ceased to have effect, make an application for the restoration of the design in the prescribed
manner on payment of such fee as may be prescribed.
(2) An application under this section shall contain a statement, verified in the prescribed manner, fully
setting out the circumstances which led to the failure to pay the prescribed fee, and the Controller
may require from the applicant such further evidence as he may think necessary.

Explanation: If a registered design lapses due to non-payment of the extension fee (as per Section
11), the proprietor or their legal representative can apply to restore it. This must be done within one
year from the date the design ceased to be effective. In cases of joint ownership, even one owner
can apply with the Controller’s permission. A confirmed declaration outlining the cause of non-
payment must be included with the application and the Controller may ask for more proof. 
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SECTION 13
Procedure for disposal of applications for restoration of lapsed designs
(1) If, after hearing the applicant in cases where the applicant so desires or the Controller thinks fit,
the Controller is satisfied that the failure to pay the fee for extension of the period of copyright was
unintentional and that there has been no undue delay in the making of the application, the Controller
shall upon payment of any unpaid fee for extension of the period of copyright together with
prescribed additional fee restore the registration of design.
 (2) The Controller may, if he thinks fit as a condition of restoring the design, require that any entry
shall be made in the register of any document or matter which under the provision of this Act, has to
be entered in the register but which has not been so entered.

Explanation: 
The Controller will evaluate the application and may hold a hearing if requested or deemed
necessary. If satisfied that the failure to pay was unintentional and there was no undue delay, the
Controller can restore the design upon payment of the unpaid extension fee and an additional
prescribed fee. The Controller may also require any missing entries to be made in the register
before restoration.

SECTION 14
Rights of proprietor of lapsed design which have been restored
(1) Where the registration of a design is restored, the rights of the registered proprietor shall be
subject to such provisions as may be prescribed and to such other provisions as the Controller thinks
fit to impose for the protection or compensation of persons who may have begun to avail themselves
of, or have taken definite steps by contract or otherwise to avail themselves of, the benefit of applying
the design between the date when the registration of the design ceased to have effect and the date of
restoration of the registration of the design.
(2) No suit or other proceeding shall be commenced in respect of piracy of a registered design or
infringement of the copyright in such design committed between the date on which the registration of
the design ceased to have effect and the date of the restoration of the design.

Explanation: Once a design is restored, the proprietor’s rights are subject to conditions set by law
and any additional terms imposed by the Controller. These are meant to protect or compensate
individuals who may have started using the design during its lapse. No legal action can be taken for
infringement during the lapsed period i.e., between the lapse and restoration.

Chapter 3: Copyright in Registered Designs
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SECTION 15
Requirements before delivery on sales
(1) Before delivery on sale of any articles to which a registered design has been applied, the proprietor
shall-                                       

 (a) (if exact representations or specimens were not finished on the application for registration)
furnish to the Controller the prescribed number of exact representations or specimens of the
design; and, if he fails to do so, the Controller may, after giving notice thereof to the proprietor,
erase his name from the register and thereupon the copyright in the design shall cease; and
 (b) cause each such article to be marked with the prescribed mark, or with the prescribed words
or figures denoting that the design is registered; and, if he fails to do so, the proprietor shall not be
entitled to recover any penalty or damages in respect of any infringement of his copyright in the
design unless he shows that he took all proper steps to ensure the marking of the article, or
unless he shows that the infringement took place after the person guilty thereof knew or had
received notice of the existence of the copyright in the design.

(2) Where a representation is made to the Central Government by or on behalf of any trade or industry
that in the interest of the trade or industry it is expedient to dispense with or modify as regards any
class or description of articles any of the requirements of this section as to marking, the Central
Government may, if it thinks fit, by rule under this Act, dispense with or modify such requirements as
regards any such class or description of articles to such extent and subject to such conditions as it
thinks fit.

Explanation: Before selling any article bearing a registered design, the proprietor must submit exact
representations or specimens to the Controller (if not already done) and each article must be
marked to indicate the design is registered. Failure to submit representations may lead to removal
from the register and loss of copyright. Failure to mark the article means the proprietor cannot
claim damages for infringement unless they prove they took proper steps or the infringer knew
about the copyright. 
The Central Government may allow exceptions or modifications for marking if it benefits the
trade/industry. If a trade or industry group believes that the legal requirement to mark articles with
registered design information is impractical or unnecessary for a particular class or type of product,
they may formally represent this concern to the Central Government. Upon reviewing such a
representation and if it considers the request to be in the interest of that trade or industry, the
government has the authority to issue rules under the Designs Act to either waive or modify the
marking requirements. These changes can apply to specific categories of articles and may be
subject to conditions that the government deems appropriate.

SECTION 16
Effect of disclosure on copyright
The disclosure of a design by the proprietor to any other person, in such circumstances as would
make it contrary to good faith for that other person to use or publish the design, and the disclosure of
a design in breach of good faith by any person, other than the proprietor of the design, and the
acceptance of a first and confidential order for articles bearing a new or original textile design
intended for registration, shall not be deemed to be a publication of the design sufficient to invalidate
the copyright thereof if registration thereof is obtained subsequently to the disclosure or acceptance.

Chapter 3: Copyright in Registered Designs
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Explanation: Early disclosure of a design (e.g., sharing with a client or taking a confidential order or
or misused in breach of good faith) it does not count as public disclosure that would invalidate
copyright if the design is registered afterward. This protects owners from losing rights due to
confidential sharing. Also, accepting a confidential first order for a new textile design intended for
registration does not affect copyright validity.

SECTION 17
Inspection of registered designs
(1) During the existence of copyright in a design, any person on furnishing such information as may
enable the Controller to identify the design and on payment of the prescribed fee may inspect the
design in the prescribed manner.
 (2) Any person may, on application to the Controller and on payment of such fee as may be
prescribed, obtain a certified copy of any registered design.

Explanation: Anyone can inspect a registered design during its copyright period by providing details
and paying the prescribed fee. Certified copies of the registered design can also be obtained from
the Controller upon request and payment

SECTION 18
Information as to the existence of copyright
On the request of any person furnishing such information as may enable the Controller to identify the
design, and on payment of the prescribed fee, the Controller shall inform such person whether the
registration still exists in respect of the design, and, if so, in respect of what classes of articles, and
shall state the date of registration, and the name and address of the registered proprietor.

Explanation: Any person can request information about a registered design by providing identifying
details and paying the prescribed fee. The Controller will inform whether the registration still exists,
the classes of articles it covers and the name and address of the registered proprietor.

SECTION 19
Cancellation of registration
(1) Any person interested may present a petition for the cancellation of the registration of a design at
any time after the registration of the design, to the Controller on any of the following grounds,
namely:-

(a) that the design has been previously registered in India; or
(b) that it has been published in India or in any other country prior to the date of registration; or
(c) that the design is not a new or original design; or
(d) that the design is not registrable under this Act; or
 (e) it is not a design as defined under clause (d) of section 2.

(2) An appeal shall lie from any order of the Controller under this section to the High Court, and the
Controller may at any time refer any such petition to the High Court, and the High Court shall decide
any petition so referred.

Chapter 3: Copyright in Registered Designs
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Explanation: Any interested person can apply to the Controller to cancel a design registration on
grounds as mentioned below: 

Already registered in India.
Published earlier in India or elsewhere.
Not new or original.
Non-registrability under the Act.
Does not meet the definition of a design.

Appeals against the Controller’s decision can be made to the High Court and the Controller may also
refer petitions directly to the High Court.

SECTION 20
Designs to bind Government
A registered design shall have to all intents the like effect as against the Government as it has against
any person and the provisions of Chapter XVII of the Patents Act,
 1970 (39 of 1970) shall apply to registered designs as they apply to patents.

Explanation: A registered design is binding on the Government just as it is on private parties. This
means that the Government cannot use, copy or apply a registered design without respecting the
rights of the registered proprietor. Provisions similar to Chapter XVII of the Patents Act, 1970 apply
to designs in relation to the Government, which means that the provisions of Chapter XVII of the
Patents Act, 1970 (which deals with the use of inventions by the Government) will apply to
registered designs as well.

Chapter 3: Copyright in Registered Designs
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INDUSTRIAL AND INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS
SECTION 21
Provisions as to exhibitions
The exhibition of a design, or of any article to which a design is applied, at an industrial or other
exhibition to which the provisions of this section have been extended by the Central Government by
notification in the Official Gazette, or the publication of a description of the design, during or after the
period of the holding of the exhibition, or the exhibition of the design or the article or the publication
of a description of the design by any person else-where during or after the period of the holding of the
exhibition, without the privity or consent of the proprietor, shall not prevent the design from being
registered or invalidate the registration thereof:
Provided that-

 (a) the exhibitor exhibiting the design or article, or publishing a description of the design, gives to the
Controller previous notice in the prescribed form; and

 (b) the application for registration is made within six months from the date of first
 exhibiting the design or article or publishing a description of the design.

Explanation: Normally, public disclosure of a design before registration can invalidate its copyright.
However, Section 21 provides an exception. This section protects the rights of design proprietors
when their designs are displayed publicly at certain official exhibitions. If a design or an article
bearing the design is displayed at an industrial or other exhibition that has been officially notified by
the Central Government, this public display will not be considered as prior publication. Similarly, the
design's eligibility for registration will also not be impacted if a description of the design is
published during or after the exhibition. Further, the registration of the design will remain valid even
if it is displayed or described by someone else without the owner's permission.

Furthermore two requirements must be fulfilled in order to take advantage of this exception:
 (a) Prior Notice to Controller: Before displaying the design or publishing a description of it, the
exhibitor is required to provide the Controller of Designs with prior notice in the format specified.
 (b) Prompt Registration Application: The registration application needs to be submitted no later than
six months after the date of the initial publication or exhibition.
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LEGAL PROCEEDINGS
SECTION 22
Piracy of registered design
(1) During the existence of copyright in any design it shall not be lawful for any person-

(a) for the purpose of sale to apply or cause to be applied to any article in any class of articles in
which the design is registered, the design or any fraudulent or obvious imitation thereof, except
with the license or written consent of the registered proprietor, or to do anything with a view to
enable the design to be so applied; or
(b) to import for the purposes of sale, without the consent of the registered proprietor, any article
belonging to the class in which the design has been registered, and having applied to it the design
or any fraudulent or obvious imitation thereof, or
(c) knowing that the design or any fraudulent or obvious imitation thereof has been applied to any
article in any class of articles in which the design is registered without the consent of the
registered proprietor, to publish or expose or cause to be published or exposed for sale that
article.

 (2) If any person acts in contravention of this section, he shall be liable for every contravention-
(a) to pay to the registered proprietor of the design a sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand
rupees recoverable as a contract debt, or
(b) if the proprietor elects to bring a suit for the recovery of damages for any such contravention,
and for an injunction against the repetition thereof, to pay such damages as may be awarded and
to be restrained by injunction accordingly:

Provided that the total sum recoverable in respect of any one design under clause (a) shall not exceed
fifty thousand rupees:
Provided further that no suit or any other proceeding for relief under this subsection shall be
instituted in any court below the court of District Judge.

 (3) In any suit or any other proceeding for relief under subsection (2), ever ground on which the
registration of a design may be cancelled under section 19 shall be available as a ground of defence.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in the second proviso to sub-Section (2), where any ground or
which the registration of a design may be cancelled under section 19 has been availed of as a ground
of defence and sub-section (3) in any suit or other proceeding for relief under sub-section (2), the suit
or such other proceedings shall be transferred by the Court in which the suit or such other proceeding
is pending, to the High Court for decision.

 (5) When the court makes a decree in a suit under sub-section (2), it shall send a copy of the decree
to the Controller, who shall cause an entry thereof to be made in the register of designs.
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Explanation: During the copyright period of a registered design, the following actions are prohibited
without the owner's consent:
i) Unauthorized Application of Design: Applying the registered design or a fraudulent/imitation
version to any article in the same class for sale purposes, or enabling such application.
ii) Importing Infringing Articles: Importing any object that imitates or uses the registered design
without the owner’s consent for sale.
iii) Selling Infringing Articles: Selling or exposing for sale any article that imitates or uses the
registered design, knowing it was applied without consent.
As per subsection (2) the penalties for Violations: There are two ways that someone can be held
accountable for violating the aforementioned provisions: 
(a) Penalty under Contract : Pay the registered proprietor up to ₹25,000 for each infraction
(recoverable as a debt). The maximum amount for a single design is ₹50,000. 
(b) Proprietor's Legal Action : To prevent further infringement, the owner may sue for damages and
an injunction. A District Court or higher must receive this filing. 

In any legal action under subsection (2), the defendant can challenge the validity of the design
registration using the same grounds available under Section 19 (e.g., lack of novelty, prior
publication). If the defendant raises a challenge under Section 19, the case must be transferred to
the High Court for decision. Once the court issues a verdict in favor of the proprietor, a copy is sent
to the Controller of Designs, who will update the official register accordingly

SECTION 23
Application of certain provisions of the Act as to patents to designs
The provisions of the Patents Act, 1970 with regard to certificates of the validity of a patent, and to
the remedy in case of groundless threats of legal proceedings by a patentee shall apply in the case of
registered designs in like manner as they apply in the case of patents, with the substitution of
references to the copyright in a design for reference to a patent, and of references to the proprietor of
a design for references to patentee, and of references to the design for references to the invention.

Explanation: According to this section, certain provisions of the Patents Act, 1970 will also apply to
registered designs. These include provisions related to getting a certificate of validity when a
design is proved to be valid in court, and the right to take action if someone makes false or
groundless threats of legal proceedings over a design. In doing so, it substitutes references to
patents with references to copyright in a design, replaces the term "patentee" with "proprietor of a
design," and uses "design" in place of "invention."

Chapter 5: Legal Proceedings
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GENERAL
SECTION 24
Fees
(1) There shall be paid in respect of the registration of designs and applications therefor and in
respect of other matters relating to designs under this Act such fees may be prescribed.
(2) A proceeding in respect of which a fee is payable under this Act or the rules made thereunder shall
be of no effect unless the fee has been paid. Provisions as to Registers and other Documents in the
Patent Office.

Explanation: This section deals with the payment of fees related to the registration and
administration of designs. It states that fees must be paid for filing applications, registering designs
and handling other matters under the Act, as prescribed by the relevant rules. Furthermore, any
legal or administrative proceeding that requires payment of a fee shall not be considered valid
unless the prescribed fee has been properly paid.

SECTION 25
Notice of trust not to be entered in registers
There shall not be entered in any register kept under this Act, or be receivable by the
Controller, any notice of any trust expressed, implied or constructive.

Explanation: No notification of any trust, whether explicit, implied, or constructive, may be recorded
into the official register kept under the Act, and the Controller will not accept such a notice,
according to Section 25 of the Designs Act. This implies that information about a registered design
being held in trust for another person cannot be entered into the design register. The purpose of this
section is to keep the register focused solely on legal ownership and rights as recognized under the
Act, without complicating it with equitable interests or trust arrangements.

SECTION 26
Inspection of and extracts from registers
Every register kept under this Act shall at all convenient times be open to the inspection of the public,
subject to the provisions of this Act; and certified copies, sealed with the seal of the Patent Office, of
any entry in any such register shall be given to any person requiring the same on payment of the
prescribed fee:
Provided that where such register is maintained wholly or partly on computer, the inspection of such
register under this section shall be made by inspecting the computer print out of the relevant entry in
the register so maintained on computer.

Explanation: This section ensures public access to the official register of designs. It provides that
the register shall be open for inspection by the public at reasonable times, subject to the provisions
of the Act. Any person may obtain a certified copy of an entry from the register, sealed by the Patent
Office, upon payment of the prescribed fee. If the register is maintained wholly or partly on a
computer, inspection will be done through a computer printout of the relevant entry. This provision
promotes transparency and easy access to design records while upholding procedural accuracy.
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SECTION 27
Privilege of reports of Controller
Reports of or to the Controller made under this Act other than the report referred to in section 45 shall
not in any case be published or be open to public inspection.

Explanation: This section establishes the confidentiality of reports made by or submitted to the
Controller under the Act. It provides that, except for the report referred to in Section 45, no such
reports shall be published or made available for public inspection. This provision safeguards
internal communications and assessments related to design matters, ensuring that administrative
processes within the Patent Office remain confidential and protected from public disclosure.

SECTION 28
Prohibition and publication of specification, drawings, etc. where application abandoned, etc.
Where an application for a design has been abandoned or refused, the application and any drawings,
photographs, tracings, representations or specimens left in connection with the application shall not
at any time be open to public inspection or be published by the Controller.

Explanation: This section provides that when a design application is either abandoned by the
applicant or refused by the Controller, the application along with any associated drawings,
photographs, tracings, representations or specimens shall remain confidential. Such materials shall
not be made available for public inspection or published by the Controller at any time.

SECTION 29
Power of Controller to correct clerical errors
The Controller may, on request in writing accompanied by the prescribed fee correct any clerical error
in the representation of a design or in the name or address of the proprietor of any design, or in any
other matter, which is entered upon the register of designs.

Explanation: This section empowers the Controller of designs to fix clerical or minor mistakes in the
register of designs. Corrections can be made in the representation of a design (e.g., drawing, figure,
or depiction), the name or address of the proprietor of the design and any other matter entered in
the register. Corrections can be made upon submission of a written request along with the
prescribed fee. The section ensures the accuracy and dependability of official records without
compromising the registered design's legal standing. 

SECTION 30
Entry of assignment and transmissions in registers
(1) Where a person becomes entitled by assignments, transmission or other operation of law to the
copyright in a registered design, he may make application in the prescribed form to the Controller to
register his title, and the Controller shall, on receipt of such application and on proof of title to his
satisfaction, register him as the proprietor of such design, and shall cause an entry to be made in the
prescribed manner in the register of the assignment, transmission or other instrument affecting the
title.
(2) Where any person becomes entitled as mortgage, licensee or otherwise to any interest in a
registered design, he may make application to the Controller to register his title, and the Controller
shall, on receipt of such application and on proof of title to his satisfaction, cause notice of the
interest to be entered in the prescribed manner in the register of designs, with particulars of the
instrument, if any, creating such interest.

Chapter 6: General
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(3) For the purposes of sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) an assignment of a design or of a share in a
design, a mortgage, licence or the creation of any other interest in a design shall not be valid unless
the same were in writing and the agreement between the parties concerned is reduced to the form of
an instrument embodying all the terms and conditions governing their rights and obligation and the
application for registration of title under such instrument is filed in the prescribed manner with the
Controller within six months from the execution of the instrument or within such further period not
exceeding six months in the aggregate as the Controller on application made in the prescribed
manner allows:
Provided that the instrument shall, on entry of its particulars in the register under sub- section (1) or
sub-section (2), have the effect from the date of its execution.
(4) The person registered as the proprietor of a design shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and
to any rights appearing from the register to be vested in any other person, have power absolutely to
assign, grant licenses as to, or otherwise deal with, the design and to give effectual receipts for any
consideration for any such assignment, licence or dealing:
 Provided that any equities in respect of the design may be enforced in like manner as in respect of
any other moveable property.
(5) Except in the case of an application made under section 31, a document or instrument in respect
of which no entry has been made in the register in accordance with the provisions of sub-sections (1)
and (2) shall not be admitted in evidence in any court in proof of the title to copyright in a design or to
any interest therein, unless the court, for reasons to be recorded in writing, otherwise directs.

Explanation: This section deals with the recording of ownership or other interests in a registered
design in the official register.

Transfer or Assignment of Copyright: A person can apply to the Controller to register their title if
they acquire the copyright to a registered design through inheritance, assignment, or any other legal
method. The Controller records the assignment or transmission in the register and registers the
individual as the new proprietor after receiving adequate proof of ownership.

Other Interests (Mortgage, License, etc.):If someone acquires an interest in a design, such as a
mortgage or license, they can also apply to the Controller to register that interest. The Controller
records a notice of the interest in the register along with details of the instrument creating it.

Formal Requirements: Any mortgage, licence, assignment, or other interest needs to be properly
signed in writing, with all terms and circumstances specified. The application to register the
instrument must be filed within six months of execution, with a possible extension of up to six more
months at the Controller’s discretion. The instrument takes effect on the date of execution after it is
entered into the register.

Powers of Registered Proprietor: The registered proprietor can assign, license, or otherwise deal
with the design and issue valid receipts for any consideration received. Like any other movable
property, any equities (claims or rights) in the design may be enforced.

Evidence in Court: Only entries recorded in the official register are generally accepted in court as
valid proof of ownership or interest in a registered design, unless the court directs otherwise.
Documents such as assignments, licenses, or mortgages that have not been entered in the register
cannot usually be used as evidence to establish rights over the design, except in cases under
Section 31 concerning rectification of the register.

Chapter 6: General
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SECTION 31
Rectification of register
(1) The Controller may, on the application in the prescribed manner of any person aggrieved by the
non-insertion in or omission from the register of designs of any entry, or by any entry made in such
register without sufficient cause, or by any entry wrongly remaining on such register, or by an error or
defect in any entry in such register, make such order for making, expunging or varying such entry as
he thinks fit and rectify the register accordingly.
(2) The Controller may in any proceeding under this section, decide any question that may be
necessary or expedient to decide in connection with the rectification of a register.
(3) An appeal shall lie to the High Court from any order of the Controller under this section; and the
Controller may refer any application under this section to the High Court for decision, and the High
Court shall dispose of any application so referred.
(4) Any order of the Court rectifying a register shall direct that notice of the rectification be served on
the Controller in the prescribed manner who shall upon the receipt of such notice rectify the register
accordingly.
(5) Nothing in this section, shall be deemed to empower the Controller to make any such order
canceling the registration of a design as is provided for in section 19.

Explanation: This section empowers the Controller to correct or amend the Register of Designs
when there are errors, omissions, or wrongful entries. 

If any person is aggrieved for any of the following reasons, they may apply to the Controller for
correction.

An entry that should be in the register is missing,
An entry has been wrongly made or made without sufficient cause,
An entry wrongly remains on the register, or
There is an error or defect in an existing entry,

The Controller can then order the register to be amended, varied, added to, or entries removed as he
thinks appropriate.

During this process, the Controller may also decide any related questions or issues that arise in
connection with rectifying the register. 

If any person is dissatisfied with the Controller’s order, he may appeal to the High Court. The
Controller also has the discretion to refer the matter directly to the High Court for a decision, and
the High Court shall hear and dispose of such applications. 

When a correction is ordered by the High Court, notice of the ruling must be sent to the Controller,
who will then update the record appropriately. The Controller cannot cancel a design registration
under this section, such cancellation may be carried out only under Section 19, which deals with
cancellation proceedings.

Chapter 6: General
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POWERS AND DUTIES OF CONTROLLER
SECTION 32
Powers of Controller in proceedings under Act
Subject to any rules in this behalf, the Controller in any proceedings before him under this Acts hall
have the powers of a civil court for the purpose of receiving evidence, administering oaths,
enforcing the attendance of witnesses, compelling the discovery and production of under
documents, issuing commissions for the examining of witnesses and awarding costs and such
award shall be executable in any court having jurisdiction as if it were a decree of that court.

Explanation: This section empowers the Controller with the same authority as a civil court while
conducting proceedings under the Act. This means that the Controller can receive evidence,
administer oaths, summon and enforce the attendance of witnesses, compel the discovery and
production of documents, and issue commissions for examining witnesses. The Controller also has
the power to award costs to either party based on the outcome of the case, and such an award is
enforceable in any court having jurisdiction as if it were a decree of that court.

SECTION 33
Exercise of discretionary power by Controller
Where any discretionary power is by or under this Act given to Controller, he shall not exercise that
power adversely to the applicant for registration of a design without (if so required within the
prescribed time by the applicant) giving the applicant an opportunity of being heard.

Explanation: This section stipulates that the Controller shall give the applicant a chance to be heard
before making a decision that can have a negative impact on them such as rejecting a design
registration or taking any other unfavourable action, as long as the applicant makes the request
within the allotted period. 

SECTION 34
Power of Controller to take directions of the Central Government
The Controller may, in any case of doubt or difficulty arising in the administration of any of the
provisions of this Act, apply to the Central Government for directions in the matter.

Explanation: This section gives the Controller the authority to ask the Central Government for advice
whenever there is uncertainty or difficulty interpreting or putting the Act's provisions into practice.
This ensures uniformity and consistency in the way design laws are applied. 

SECTION 35
Refusal to register a design in certain cases
(1) The Controller may refuse to register a design of which the use would, in his opinion, be contrary
to public order or morality.
(2) An appeal shall lie to the High Court from an order of the Controller under this section. 

Explanation: According to this section, the Controller has the authority to deny registration of a
design if he thinks its usage would be immoral or against public order. This implies that a design
cannot be registered if it encourages immorality or indecency or if it would offend social values or
public emotion. The applicant has the right to appeal to the High Court if they don't agree with the
Controller's ruling. 28



SECTION 36
Appeals to High Court
(1) Where an appeal is declared by this Act to lie from the Controller to the High Court, the appeal
shall be made within three months of the date of the order passed by the Controller.
 (2) In calculating the said period of three months, the time (if any) occupied in granting a copy of the
order appealed against shall be excluded.
(3) The High Court may, if it thinks fit, obtain the assistance of an expert in deciding such appeals,
and the decision of the High Court shall be final.
(4) The High Court my make rules consistent with this Act as to the conduct and procedure of all
proceedings under this Act before it.

Explanation: This section defines the procedural framework for appeals made to the High Court
against decisions of the Controller. It mandates that such appeals must be filed within three months
from the date of the Controller’s order. However, the time taken to obtain a copy of the order is
excluded from this three-month period to ensure the procedural fairness. The High Court is also
empowered to seek expert assistance when adjudicating technically complex appeals and its
decision in such matters is final under the Act. Further the High Court may frame rules for the
conduct and procedure of proceedings under the Designs Act that come before it, as long as these
rules are consistent with the provisions of the Act.

Chapter 7: Powers and Duties of Controller
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EVIDENCE. ETC.
SECTION 37
Evidence before the Controller
Subject to any rules made under section 44, in any proceeding under this before the Controller, the
evidence shall be given by affidavit in the absence of directions by the Controller to the before the
contrary; but in any case in which the Controller thinks it right so to do he may to take evidence viva
voce in lieu of or in addition to evidence by affidavit or may allow any party to be cross examined on
the contents of his affidavit.

Explanation: This section deals with the presentation of evidence before the Controller during any
proceeding under the Designs Act. By default, the evidence should be submitted through affidavits
that is, written statements made under oath. However, this is subject to any rules made under
Section 44. The Controller retains discretionary power to deviate from this default approach. If
deemed appropriate, the Controller may allow evidence to be taken orally (viva voce) either in place
of or in addition to affidavit evidence. Furthermore, the Controller may permit cross-examination of
any party on the contents of their affidavit.

SECTION 38
Certificate of Controller to be evidence
A certificate purporting to be under the hand of the Controller as to entry, matter or thing which he is
authorized by this Act, or any rules made thereunder to make or do, shall be prima-facie evidence of
the entry having been made, and of the contents thereof, and of the matter or thing having been
done or left undone.

Explanation: This section establishes the credibility of a certificate issued by the Controller.
According to this section, any certificate bearing the Controller’s signature, which relates to an
entry, matter or action that the Controller is authorized to make or perform under the Act or its
associated rules, shall be treated as prima facie evidence of that fact. Specifically, it serves as
sufficient proof that the entry has been duly made, its contents are accurate and the corresponding
act or omission occurred as stated.

SECTION 39
Evidence of documents in patent office
Printed or written copies or extracts, purporting to be certified by Controller and sealed with the seal
of the Patent Office , of documents in the Patent Office , and of or from registers and other books
kept there, shall be admitted in evidence in all courts in India, and in all proceedings, Office without
further proof for production of the originals:
Provided that a court may, if it has reason to doubt the accuracy or authenticity of the copies tendered
in evidence, require the production of the originals or such further proof as it considers necessary.

Explanation: According to this section, the certified copies or extracts of documents-whether
printed or written, which are signed (certified) by the Controller and sealed with the official seal of
the Patent Office, shall be accepted as valid evidence in all courts and official proceedings without
requiring the original documents to be produced. However, if the court believes there is a reason to
doubt the authenticity or accuracy of the certified copies, it has the authority to demand the original
documents or ask for additional proof to confirm their validity.
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SECTION 40
Applications and notices by post
Any application, notice or other document authorized or required to be left, made or given at the
Patent Office or to the Controller, or to any other person under this Act, may be sent by post.

Explanation: According to this section, any application, notice, or other document that is required or
permitted to be submitted to the Patent Office, the Controller, or any other person under the Act may
be sent by post. The purpose of this provision is to make the process more convenient and
accessible, especially for applicants or parties located far from the Patent Office.

SECTION 41
Declaration by infant, lunatic, etc.
(1) If any person, is by reason of infancy, Lunacy or other disability, incapable of making any
statement or doing anything required or permitted by or under this Act, the lawful guardian,
committee or manager (if any) of the person subject to the disability, or, if there be none, any person
appointed by any court possessing jurisdiction in respect of his property , may make such statement
or a statement as nearly corresponding thereto as circumstances permit, and do such thing in the
name and on behalf of the person subject to the disability.
(2) An appointment may be made by the court for the purposes of this section upon the petition of
any person acting on behalf of the person subject to the disability or of any person interested in the
making of the statement or the doing of the thing.

Explanation: if a person cannot make a statement or perform an act required or allowed under the
Act because of legal disability such as infancy (being a minor), lunacy (mental incapacity), or any
other disability, their lawful guardian, committee, or manager (if one exists) may do so on their
behalf. In the absence of such a representative, the court with jurisdiction over the person’s property
may appoint someone to do so.This appointed person can then make the necessary statement or
perform the required act in the name of the person with the disability, as closely as circumstances
allow. The subsection (2) describes that court can make such an appointment on the petition of any
person acting for the disabled individual, or any person who has an interest in ensuring that the
required statement or action is properly made.

SECTION 42
Avoidance of certain restrictive conditions
(1) It shall not be lawful to insert-
 (i) in any contract for or in relation to the sale or lease of an article in respect of which a design is
registered; or
 (ii) in a licence to manufacture or use an article in respect of which a design is registered; or
 (iii) in a licence to package the article in respect of which a design is registered, a condition the effect
of which may be-

(a) to require the purchaser, lessee, or licensee to acquire from the vendor, lessor, or licensor or
his nominees, or to prohibit him from acquiring or to restrict I in any manner or to any extent his
right to acquire from any person or to prohibit him from acquiring except from the vendor, lessor,
or licensor or his nominees any article other than the article in respect of which a design is
registered; or
(b) to prohibit the purchaser, lessee or licensee from using or to restrict in any manner or to any
extent the right of the purchaser, lessee or licensee, to use an article other than the article in
respect of which a design is registered which is not supplied by the vendor, lessor or licensor or
his nominee, and any such condition shall be void.

Chapter 8: Evidence. etc.
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(2) A condition of the nature referred to in clause (a) or clause (b) of sub-section (1) shall not cease to
be a condition failing within that sub-section merely by reason of the fact that the agreement
containing it has been entered into separately, whether before or after the contract relating to the sale,
lease or licence of the article in respect of which a design is registered.
(3) In proceeding against any person for any act in contravention of section 22, it shall be a defence to
prove that at the time of such contravention there was in force a contract relating to the registered
design and containing a condition declared unlawful by this section:
 Provided that this sub-section shall not apply if the plaintiff is not a party to the contract and proves
to the satisfaction of the court that the restrictive condition was inserted in the contract without his
knowledge and consent, express or implied.

(4) Nothing in this section shall-
(a) affect a condition in a contract by which a person is prohibited from selling goods other than
those of particular person;
(b) validate a contract which, but for this section, would be invalid;
(c) affect a condition in a contract for the lease of, or licence to use, an article in respect of which
a design is registered, by which the lessor or licensor reserves to himself or his nominee the right
to supply such new parts of the article, in respect of which a design is registered, as may be
required or to put or keep it in repair;

(5) The provisions of this section shall also apply to contracts made before the commencement of
this Act if, and in so far as, any restrictive conditions declared unlawful by this section continue in
force after the expiration of one year from such commencement.

Explanation: The purpose of this provision is to make sure that the rights resulting from a design
registration are not abused to establish trade restrictions or monopolies beyond what is permitted
by law. It states that it is unlawful to include in any contract for the sale, lease, or licence of a
registered design article any condition that forces the purchaser, lessee, or licensee to buy other
unrelated goods only from the seller or licensor, or restricts them from purchasing such goods from
others. Further it also prohibits any condition that restricts their right to use other articles not
supplied by the seller or licensor.Any such restrictive clause is void and has no legal effect. The
section further clarifies that such a condition remains void even if it is placed in a separate
agreement, whether made before or after the main contract. This section also offers a defence in
infringement proceedings: an accused party may be excused if they can demonstrate that they
acted in accordance with a contract that contained such an illegal condition. If the design owner
was not a party to the contract and did not know about the restriction clause, this argument is not
applicable. 

Additionally, the section lists some exceptions to the general prohibition on restrictive conditions. It
allows exclusive dealership arrangements, meaning a person may be contractually restricted to sell
only a particular supplier’s goods, even if those goods involve registered designs. It also clarifies
that Section 42 does not validate contracts that are otherwise legally invalid due to reasons like
fraud or incapacity. Additionally, it permits clauses that allow the lessor or licensor to retain the
right to supply replacement parts or carry out repairs on the article covered by a registered design,
ensuring continued control over quality and maintenance. Furthermore, if the unlawful restrictive
circumstances persist for more than a year after the Act's implementation, these rules also apply to
previous contracts negotiated prior to its implementation.

Chapter 8: Evidence. etc.
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AGENCY
SECTION 43
Agency
(1)All applications and communications to the Controller under this Act may be signed by, and all
attendances upon the Controller may be made by or through a legal practitioner or by or through an
agent whose name and address has been entered in the register of patent agents maintained under
section 125 of the Patents Act, 1970 (39 of 1970).
(2)The Controller may, if he sees fit, require -

 (a) any such agent to be resident in India;
 (b) any person not residing in India either to employ an argent residing in India;
 (c) the personal signature or presence of any applicant or other person.

Explanation: This section specifies who can act or communicate on behalf of an applicant before
the Controller. According to sub section (1), all applications, documents and communications to the
Controller may be signed and submitted either by the applicant personally or through a legal
practitioner or a patent agent whose name and address are entered in the Register of Patent Agents
maintained under Section 125 of the Patents Act, 1970. 
Under sub section (2), the Controller has the discretion to impose certain requirements, such as:
(a) Requiring that any such agent must be resident in India,
(b) Directing that a person who does not reside in India must appoint an agent who resides in India,
and
(c) Demanding the personal signature or presence of the applicant or any other person, if
considered necessary.

33



POWERS, ETC., OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
SECTION 44
Reciprocal arrangement with the United Kingdom and other convention countries or group of
countries or inter-governmental organizations
(1) Any person who has applied for protection for any design in the United Kingdom or any of other
convention countries or group of countries or countries which are members of inter-governmental
organizations, or his legal representative or assignee shall, either alone or jointly with any other
person, be entitled to claim that the registration of the said design under this Act shall be in priority to
other applicants and shall have the same date as the date of the application in the United Kingdom or
any of such other convention countries or group of countries or countries which are members of inter-
governmental organizations, as the case may be:
Provided that-

 (a) the application is made within six months from the application for protection in the United
Kingdom or any of such other convention Countries or group of countries or countries which are
members of inter-governmental organisations, as the case may be; and
 (b) nothing in this section shall entitle the proprietor of the design to recover damages for piracy
of design, design happening prior to the actual date on which the design is registered in India.

 (2) The registration of a design shall not be invalidated by reason only of the exhibition or use of or
the publication of a description or representation of the design in India during the period specified in
this section as that within which the application may be made;

 (3) The application for registration of a design of a design under this section must be made in the
same manner as an ordinary application under this Act.

(4) Where it is made to appear to the Central Government that the legislature of the United Kingdom
or any such other convention country or a country which is member of any group of countries or inter-
governmental organisation as may be notified by the Central Government in this behalf has made
satisfactory provision for the protection of designs registered in India, the Central Government may,
by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that the provisions of this section, with such variations or
additions, if any, as may be set out in such notification, shall apply for the protection of designs
registered in the United Kingdom or that other convention country or such country which is member
of any group of countries or intergovernmental organisation, as the case may be.

Explanation- (1) For the purposes of this section, the expression “convention countries”, “group of
countries” or “inter-governmental organisation” means, respectively, such countries, group of countries
or inter-governmental organisation to which the Paris
Convention for Protection of Industrial Property, 1883 as revised at Stockholm in 1967 and as amended
in 1979 or the Final Act, embodying the results of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations,
provided for the establishment of World Trade Organisation applies.

Explanation- (2) Where more than one application for protection referred to in sub- section (1 ) have
been made for similar protections in the United Kingdom or one or more convention countries, group of
countries or countries which are members of inter-governmental organisations, the period of six
months referred to in clause ( a ) of that sub-section, shall be reckoned from the date of which the
earlier or the earliest application , as the case may be, of such applications has been made.
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Explanation: This section permits a person to claim priority when filing for registration of the same
design in India if they have already filed for protection of a design in the United Kingdom or in any
other convention country, group of countries, or intergovernmental organisation. As long as the
Indian application is submitted within six months of the date of filing abroad, it will be considered as
though it was submitted on the same day as the first foreign application. Nevertheless, the
petitioner is not entitled to compensation for any design infringement that took place prior to the
design's official registration in India. Furthermore, the Central Government has the power to
recognize, by notification, those countries or inter-governmental organizations that provide
reciprocal protection to Indian designs and extend the benefits of this section to them, with suitable
variations if required.
The explanations further make it clear that "convention countries," "group of countries," or "inter-
governmental organisations" are those that fall under the purview of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) agreements or the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (1883). The six-
month priority term is computed from the date of the earliest application if many applications for
the same design have been filed in various convention countries.

SECTION 45
Report of the Controller to be placed before Parliament
The Central Government shall cause to be placed before both Houses of Parliament once a year a
report respecting the execution of this Act by or under the Controller.

Explanation: According to this section, the Central Government is required to present an annual
report before both the Houses of Parliament that is the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha - detailing
how the Act has been implemented and administered by the Controller during the year. This report
reflects the execution of the Act, meaning it includes information about the Controller’s activities
such as registration of designs, examinations, renewals, enforcement actions, and other
administrative matters under the Act.

SECTION 46
Protection of security of India
Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the Controller shall-
 (a) Not disclose any information relating to the registration of a design or any application relating to
the registration of a design under this Act, which he considers prejudicial to the interest of the
security of India; and
 (b) take any action regarding the cancellation of registration of such designs registered under this
Act which the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify in the interest of
the interest of the security of India.

Explanation: - For the purposes of this section, the expression “security of India” means any action
necessary for the security of Indian which relates to the application of any design registered under this
Act to any article used for war or applied directly or indirectly for the purposes of military establishment
or for the purposes of war or other emergency in international relations.

Chapter 10: Powers, etc., of central Government
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Explanation: According to this section, the Controller shall not disclose any information related to
the registration or application of a design if he considers such disclosure prejudicial to the security
interests of India. It empowers the Controller and the Central Government to act in such cases, even
if it overrides other provisions of the Act. Furthermore, if the Central Government directs such
action in the interest of national security through notification in the Official Gazette, the Controller
must take the necessary measures, including the revocation of any registered design. The section
also explains that the term "security of India" refers to measures required for national defence, such
as the use or application of designs to military installations, war-related items, or any other purpose
directly or indirectly related to international relations emergencies or warfare.

SECTION 47
Power of Central Government to make rules
(1)The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the
purposes of this Act.
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generally of the forgoing power, such rules may provide
for all or any of the following matters, namely:-
 (a) the form of application, the manner of filing it at the Patent Office and the fee to be accompanied
with it, under sub-section (2) of section 5;
 (b) the time within which the registration is to be effected under subsection (5)
 of section 5;
 (c) the classification of articles for registration under sub-section (1)of section 6; (d) the particulars
of design to be published and the manner of their
 publication under section 7;
 (e) the manner of making claim under sub-section (1) of section 8;
 (f) the manner of making application to the Controller under subsection (5) of section 8;
 (g) the additional matters required to be entered in the register of design and safegurard to be made
in maintaining such register in computer floppies or diskettes under sub-section (1) of section 10.
 (h) the manner of making application and fee to be paid for extension of the period of copy right and
the fee payable thereto, under sub-section (2) of section 11;
 (i) the manner of making application for restoration of design and the fee to be paid with it under
sub-section (1) of section 12;
 (j) the manner of verification of statement contained in an application under sub-section (2) of
section 12;
 (k) the additional fee to be paid for restoration of the registration of design under sub-section (1) of
section 13;
 (l) the provisions subject to which the right of the registered proprietor shall be under sub-section (1)
of section 14;
 (m) the number of exact representation or specimen of the design to be furnished to the Controller
under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 15;
 (n) the mark, words or figures with which the article is to be marked denoting that the design is
registered under clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 15;
 (o) the rules to dispense with or modify as regards any class or description of articles any of the
requirements of section 15 as tomarking under sub-section (2) of that section;
 (p) the fee to be paid for and the manner of inspection under subsection (1) of section 17;
 (q) the fee to be paid to obtain a certified copy of any design under sub-section
 (2) of section 17;
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(1) (r) the fee on payment of which the Controller shall inform under section 18;
 (s) the form for giving notice to the Controller under clause (a) of the proviso to section 21;
 (t) the fee to be paid in respect of the registration of designs, and application therefor, and in respect of
other matters relating to designs under sub-section (1) of section 24;
 (u) the fee to be paid for giving certified copy of any entry in the register under section 26;
 (v) the fee to be accompanied with request in writing for correcting any clerical error under section 29;
 (w) the form in which an application for registration as proprietor shall be made and the manner in which
the Controller shall cause an entry to be made in the register of the assignment, transmission or other
instruments effecting the title under sub-section (1) of section 30;
 (x) the form in which an application for title shall be made and the manner in which the Controller shall
cause notice of the interest to be entered in the register of designs with particulars of the instrument, if
any, creating such interest under sub-section (2) of section 30;
 (y) the manner of filing an application for registration and for making application for extension of time as
referred to in subsection (3) of section 30;
 (z) the manner of making application to the Controller for rectification of register under sub-section (1) of
section 31;
 (za) the manner in which the notice of rectification shall be served on the
 Controller under sub-section (4) of section 31;
 (zb) the rules regulating the proceedings before the Controller under section 32;
 (zc) the time which shall be granted to the applicants for being heard by the
 Controller under section 33;
 (zd) the fee to be accompanied with an appeal under sub-section (1)of section
 36;
 (ze) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.
 (3) The power to make rules under this section shall be subject to the conditions of the rules being made
after previous publication.
 (4) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before each House of
Parliament, while it is in session, for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session
or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the
session or the successive session aforesaid, both House agree in making any modification in the rule or
both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such
modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification or
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that Act.

Explanation: According to this section, Central Government the authority to make detailed rules for
implementing the purposes of the Designs Act. These rules, which are published in the Official Gazette,
aid in establishing particular procedures and norms under various sections of the Act. The form and
process of submitting design applications, payment of fees, article classification, publication details,
procedures for extending, restoring, or rectifying designs, the form of registers, inspection and certified
copies, and conduct of proceedings before the Controller are just a few of the areas listed in sub-section
(2) where such rules may be framed. These regulations essentially offer the procedural framework
required to implement the substantive provisions of the Act. According to subsection (3), these rules
must go through prior publication, which means that the draft regulations are made available to the
public prior to final notification in order to take into account any objections or recommendations.
Parliamentary supervision over rule-making has been established by subsection (4), each rule must be
presented to both Houses of Parliament for a period of thirty days after it is made. Parliament can
modify or annul the rule, but such changes do not affect actions already taken under the original rule.
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REPEAL AND SAVINGS
SECTION 48
Repeal and savings
(1) The Designs Act, 1911 (2 of 1911) is hereby repealed.
 (2) Without prejudice to the provisions contained in the General Clauses Act, 1897 (10 of 1987) with
respect to repeals, any notification, rule, order, requirement, registration, certificate, notice, decision,
determination, direction, approval, authorisation, consent, application , request or thing made , issued,
given or done under the Designs Act, 1911 (2 of 1911), shall, in force at the commencement of this
Act , continue to be in force and have effect as if made , issued , given or done under the
corresponding provisions of this Act.
 (3) The provisions of this Act shall apply to any application for registration of design pending at the
commencement of this Act and to any proceedings consequent thereon and to any registration
granted in pursuance thereof.
 (4) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, any proceeding pending in any court at the
commencement of this Act may be continued in that court as if this Act has not been passed.
 (5) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (2), the date of expiration of the copyright in
the design registered before the commencement of this Act shall, subject to the provisions of this
Act, be the date immediately after the period of five years for which it was registered or the date
immediately after the period of five years for which the extension of the period of copyright for a
second period from the expiration of the original period has been made.

Explanation: The old Designs Act of 1911 is formally repealed under Section 48 and the new
Designs Act of 2000 takes its place. However, it preserves all activities, rights, and processes that
were conducted under the previous law to guarantee continuity and prevent interruption. As a result,
any notifications, regulations, registrations, applications, or rulings made in accordance with the
1911 Act would continue to have the same legal force and effect as if they had been made in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the new Act. Additionally, this section also clarifies that
the new Act will apply to all pending design applications and related proceedings that were still in
process when the 2000 Act came into force. Simultaneously, all court matters that are already
pending under the old Act will proceed under that law until they are resolved, just as if the new Act
had not yet taken effect. Lastly, it states that the copyright duration for designs that were already
registered prior to the start of the 2000 Act will end either after the initial five-year term or,
depending on the registration's status, after a second five-year extension.
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PREFACE
This book is a comprehensive and pedagogically structured
compilation of the Design Rules, 2001 (as amended up to the
Design (Amendment) Rules, 2021), issued by the Office of the
Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trademarks (CGPDTM),
Government of India. The statutory provisions have been directly
extracted from the official publications of IP India to ensure
authenticity and conformity with the latest regulatory framework. 
The accompanying explanations, interpretations and illustrative
notes have been prepared to simplify complex legal provisions and
enhance clarity for students, practitioners and innovators engaged
in the field of design law.  

Serving as both a learning resource and reference guide, this work
is intended to support IP education, professional preparation and
institutional capacity-building, while fostering a deeper
understanding of India’s evolving industrial design ecosystem. 

REFERENCE
The explanations and commentary in this book are based on the Designs
Act, 2000 (No. 16 of 2000) and the Designs Rules, 2001 (as amended by
the Design (Amendment) Rules, 2021), as notified by the Office of the
Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks (CGPDTM),
Government of India. 

The rules cited and explained have been reproduced in accordance with
the official statutory text issued by IP India, with interpretative
commentary provided solely for clarity, understanding and educational
purposes. 
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PRELIMINARY 
1. Short title and commencement: -  
(1) These rules may be called the Designs Rules, 2001. 
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

EXPLANATION: This rule states that these rules are officially known as the Designs Rules, 2001
which specifies that the rules came into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette of
Indian Patent Office (IPO) to mark the formal introduction and enforcement of the regulatory
framework governing the registration and protection of industrial designs in India.   

2. Definitions: - 
In these rules, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context, 
(a) “Act” means the Designs Act, 2000. 
(b) “Application in United Kingdom or convention country or group of countries or inter-governmental
organisation” means an application made by any person in any part of United Kingdom or convention
country or group of countries or inter-governmental organisation, of a design for the protection in
India under the provisions of section 44 of the Act. 
(c) “Office” means the Patent Office referred to in section 74 of the Patent Act, 1970 (39 of 1970). 
(d) “Reciprocity Application” means an application in India under section 44 of the Act. 
(e) “Set” means a number of articles of the same general character ordinarily sold together or 
 intended to be used together, all bearing the same design, with or without modification not 
 sufficient to alter the character or substantially to affect the identity thereof. 
(ea) "small entity" means,- 
in case of an enterprise engaged in the manufacture or production of goods, an enterprise where the
investment in plant and machinery does not exceed the limit specified for a medium enterprise under
clause (a) of sub-section (1) of Section 7 of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development
Act, 2006 (27 of 2006); and 
in case of an enterprise engaged in providing or rendering of services, an enterprise where the
investment in equipment is not more than the limit specified for medium enterprises under clause (b)
of sub-section (1) of Section 7 of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Act, 2006. 

Explanation 1. For the purpose of this clause, "enterprise" means an industrial undertaking or a
business concern or any other establishment, by whatever name called, engaged in the manufacture of
production of goods, in any manner, pertaining to any industry specified in the First Schedule to the
Industries (Development and Regulation) Act, 1951 (65 of 1951) or engaged in providing or rendering of
any service or services in such an industry. 

Explanation 2.In calculating the investment in plant and machinery, the cost of pollution control,
research and development, industrial safety devices and such other things as may be specified by
notification under the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Act, 2006 (27 of 2006), shall
be excluded. 

Explanation 3. The reference rates of foreign currency of the Reserve Bank of India shall prevail. 
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(eb) "startup" means- 
an entity in India recognised as a startup by the competent authority under Startup India initiative; and 
in case of a foreign entity, an entity fulfilling the criteria for turnover and period of incorporation or
registration as per Startup India Initiative and submitting declaration to that effect. 

Explanation : In calculating the turnover, reference rates of foreign currency of the Reserve Bank of India
shall prevail. 

EXPLANATION : This rule defines various key terms which are used throughout Rules for clarity and
consistency in interpretation. The term “Act” refers to the Designs Act, 2000, which is the main
legislation governing the registration and protection of industrial designs in India. The expression
“Application in the United Kingdom or convention country or group of countries or inter-governmental
organisation” refers to a design application filed in a foreign jurisdiction or with an international
organisation that maintains a reciprocal arrangement with India, as recognised under Section 44 of the
Designs Act, 2000. Such an application allows the applicant to claim priority in India based on the
earlier foreign filing. The Patent Office, which was founded in accordance with Section 74 of the
Patents Act, 1970 and is in charge of managing design administration and registration in India, is
referred to as the "Office." A design application filed in India under Section 44 of the Act that asserts
priority over one that was previously filed in a convention country is referred to as a "Reciprocity
Application." The term “set” refers to a collection of items belonging to the same general category,
which are typically marketed or utilized together. These items share a common design theme, with only
minor variations that do not affect their overall identity or visual coherence. A classic example would be
a coordinated set of silverware or dinnerware, where each piece complements the others in form and
style.  
Rule (ea) defines a “small entity” to align with the categories under the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Act, 2006 (MSMED Act). A small entity refers to an enterprise that falls within
the investment limits prescribed for medium enterprises under the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Act, 2006. Specifically, for enterprises engaged in manufacturing or producing
goods, the investment in plant and machinery must not exceed the threshold defined in Section 7(1)(a)
of the Act. For service-based enterprises, the investment in equipment must remain within the limit
specified under Section 7(1)(b). The term “enterprise” encompasses any industrial undertaking,
business concern or establishment regardless of its name that is involved in manufacturing goods or
providing services related to industries listed in the First Schedule of the Industries (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1951. While calculating investment, certain costs such as those for pollution control,
research and development and industrial safety devices are excluded, as notified under the MSME Act.
Additionally, for any foreign currency calculations, the reference rates issued by the Reserve Bank of
India shall apply. 
Rule (eb) defines a “startup” as an entity officially recognized under the Startup India initiative by the
competent authority in India. For a foreign entity, it must meet the same criteria regarding turnover
limits and period of incorporation or registration as prescribed under the Startup India framework and it
must submit a declaration confirming compliance. The rule also specifies that when determining
turnover any foreign currency value should be converted using the Reserve Bank of India’s reference
exchange rate. 

Chapter 1 : Preliminary
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3.  Manner for leaving and serving documents: -  
1.  Any application, notice or other document authorized or required to be filed, left, made or given at

the Office, or to the Controller or to any other person under the Act or these rules, may be sent by
hand or by a prepaid letter addressed to the Controller or to that person through post or courier
service or by electronic transmission duly authenticated. If sent by a prepaid letter or courier
service or by electronic transmission duly authenticated, it shall be deemed to have been filed,
left, made or given at the time when the letter containing the same would have been delivered in
the ordinary course of post or courier service or electronic transmission duly authenticated, as the
case may be. In proving such sending, it shall be sufficient to prove that the letter was properly
addressed and transmitted, provided that any application, notice or document sent through fax or
by electronic mail shall also be deemed to have been filed, left, made or given if the same is clear
and fully legible and its original or the paper copy, as the case may be, is submitted to the office
within fifteen days from the date of receipt of the document so faxed or electronically mailed
except where the fee is required to be accompanied with the documents. 

2.  Any written communication addressed to a registered proprietor of a design at his address as it
appears on the Register of Designs, or at his address for service, or to any application or
opponent in any proceedings under the Act or these rules, at the address appearing on the
application or notice of opposition, or given for service, as hereinafter provided, shall be deemed
to be properly addressed. 

3.  Any application for registration of design, application for extension of copyright, petition for
cancellation of registration of design and application for rectification of Register or Design along
with the prescribed fees authorized or required may be filed, left, made or given to the branch
office also by the applicant. 

4.  The branch office shall transmit such applications or documents to the Head Office of the Patent
Office for processing and prosecuting the same. 

EXPLANATION : This rule is about the procedure for leaving and serving documents under the Design
Act, 2000. Any application, notice or document required under the Act may be submitted in person by
post, courieror through authenticated electronic means. When sent by post, courieror electronic
transmission, the document is considered filed at the time it would ordinarily be delivered. Documents
sent via fax or email are also accepted, provided they are clear, legible and the original or paper copy
is submitted to the office within fifteen days, except where fees must accompany the submission.
Any communication addressed to a registered proprietor, applicant, or opponent at their registered
address is deemed properly served. Applications, petitions, or other documents, along with the
prescribed fees, may also be filed at a branch office, which will forward them to the Head Office for
processing and further action. 

4. Address for service:-
Every applicant or opponent in any proceeding under the Act or these rules, and every person who
shall hereafter become a registered proprietor of a design, shall give an address for service in India
and such address may be treated, for all purpose connected with the design as the actual address of
such applicant, opponent, registered proprietor. Unless such an address is given, the Controller shall
be under no obligation either to proceed with the application or the opposition, or to send any notice
that may be required by the Act or rules framed there under: 
 
Provided that such address for service shall include e-mail address and mobile number registered in
India, of the agent or applicant. 
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EXPLANATION: The required contact information that each applicant, legal opponent, or prospective
registered owner of a design must supply within India is known as the "Address for Service”.This
address is treated as the official point of contact for all matters related to the design, including
communications, notices, and procedural correspondence. If such an address is not furnished, the
Controller is not obligated to process the application or opposition, nor to issue any statutory notices.
Importantly, the address for service must include a valid email address and mobile number registered
in India, either of the applicant or their authorized agent. This ensures reliable and traceable
communication throughout the design registration or dispute process. 

5.  Fees: -  
1.The fees to be paid in respect of the registration of designs, and application therefor, and in

respect of other matters, with relation to Designs Act and rules framed thereunder, shall be those
as specified in the First Schedule of the rules. 

2.
a.The fees payable under these rules may either be paid in cash or through electronic means or

may be sent by bank draft or cheque payable to the Controller and drawn on a scheduled bank
at the place where the office is situated. 

b.Where a fee is payable in respect of a document, the entire fee shall accompany the
document. 

c.Fees once paid in respect of any proceedings shall not ordinarily be refunded irrespective of
whether the proceeding has taken place or not. 

d.Subject to the approval of the competent authority any applicant or an agent may deposit
money in advance once in a financial year and request the Controller to realise any fee
payable by him from the said deposit and in such case date of the receipt of the request to
realise the fee or the date on which the request to realise the fee is deemed to have been
received, whichever is earlier, shall be taken as date of payment of fee: Provided that the
requisite amount of money is available at the credit of the person making the request. 

e. In case an application processed by a natural person and/ or startup and/ or small entity is
fully or partly transferred to a person other than a natural person, startup or small entity, the
difference, if any, in the scale of fees between the fees charged from the natural person,
startup or small entity and the fees chargeable from the person other than a natural person,
startup or small entity in the same matter, shall be paid by the new applicant with the request
for transfer. 

Explanation: Where a startup or small entity, having filed an application for a design, ceases to be a
startup or small entity due to the lapse of the period during which it is recognised by the competent
authority or its turnover subsequently crosses the financial threshold limit as notified by the competent
authority, no such difference in the scale of fees shall be payable. 

EXPLANATION: The First Schedule of the Designs Rules lists the costs associated with design
registration, application filing, and other activities governed by the Designs Act and its regulations. It
is possible to pay these fees in cash, electronically or by bank draft or cheque payable to the
Controller and drawn on a scheduled bank at the office location. When a document has a charge
associated with it, the whole fee must be paid at the time of submission.   
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Once a fee is paid, it is generally not refundable, even if the related process or proceeding does not
take place. However, with the approval of the competent authority, an applicant or agent may deposit
money in advance once in a financial year. The Controller may then deduct the required fees from this
deposit. In such cases, the date of payment is considered as the date when the request for deduction
is made or deemed to have been received, whichever is earlier, provided that there are enough funds
in the deposit. 

If an application originally filed by a natural person, startup, or small entity is later transferred (fully or
partly) to someone who does not fall under these categories, the new applicant must pay the
difference in fees at the time of applying for the transfer. However, if a startup or small entity loses its
status only because its recognition has expired or its turnover has crossed the prescribed limit, no
additional fee difference is required for that application. 

6. Forms 
1.The forms set forth in the Second Schedule, with such variations, as the circumstances of each

case require, shall be used for the purposes mentioned therein. Provided that in the case of small
entity, every document, for which a fee has been specified, shall be accompanied by Form 24. 

2.When no form is so specified for any purpose, the applicant may adopt any form specified in the
Second Schedule with such modification and variation as the controller may permit. 

EXPLANATION: For any design-related application, forms prescribed in the Second Schedule should
be used. - Forms may be varied depending on the circumstances of each case. If you're applying as a
small entity, every document that requires a fee must also include Form 24. If no specific form is
prescribed for a purpose. The applicant may use any form from the Second Schedule. Such form
must be modified or varied as permitted by the Controller. 

7. Size, etc., of documents. 
1. All documents and copies of documents except drawings or representation, sent to or filed, left at
the Office or otherwise furnished to the Controller shall be written, typewritten, lithographed, or
printed in the English/Hindi language (unless otherwise directed), in large and legible character with
deep permanent ink upon one side only of strong white paper of [A4 size (210 mm x 296.9mm) with a
margin of] four centimeters on the left had part thereof. Signatures thereto shall be written in a large
and legible hand and any signature which is not legible or which is written in a script other than
English shall be accompanied by a transcription of the name in English in block letters. Additional
copies of documents shall be filed at the Office, if at any time required by the Controller. Names and
addresses of applicants and other persons shall be given in full together with their nationality and
such particulars, if any, as are necessary for identification. 

EXPLANATION: All documents submitted to the Controller except drawings or representations must
be written, typed, lithographed, or printed in English or Hindi (unless directed otherwise). They should
be in large, clear characters using deep permanent ink on one side of strong white A4 paper (210 mm
× 296.9 mm) with a 4 cm margin on the left. Signatures must be clear and legible; if written in a script
other than English or not easily readable, they must be accompanied by the name transcribed in
English block letters. Additional copies may be required by the Controller. Full names, addresses,
nationality and other identifying details of applicants or related persons must be provided. 
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8. Signature and verification of documents specified in sections 5, 12, 19 and 37: - 
The documents specified in sections 5,12,19 and 37 of the Act shall be dated and signed at the foot,
and shall contain a statement that the facts and matters stated therein are true to the best of the
knowledge, information and belief of the person signing them. 

EXPLANATION: Documents submitted under sections 5, 12, 19, and 37 of the Designs Act must be
dated and signed at the bottom. They should also include a declaration stating that the information
provided is true to the best of the signer's knowledge, information, and belief. 

9. Agency:- 
For all matters falling under the provisions of section 43 of the Act, applicant may, unless otherwise
directed by the Controller, authorize under his personal signature, any person specified in section 43
to act as his agent and to receive all notices, requisitions and communications. The authority may be
given in Form- 21. 

EXPLANATION: This rule explains how an applicant can appoint an agent to act on their behalf in
design-related matters. In matters covered under Section 43 of the Designs Act, the applicant is
allowed to appoint an agent (a person who is qualified to act before the Controller) to handle all
design office work. The appointment must be made under the applicant’s personal signature,
meaning the applicant must personally sign the authorization. Once authorized, the agent can receive
all official notices, communications, and requisitions from the Controller on behalf of the applicant.
This authorization is made using Form-21. However, if the Controller issues any specific instructions
to the contrary, those instructions shall be complied with. 

10. Classification of goods 
1.  For the purposes of the registration of designs and of these rules, articles shall be classified as

per current edition of "International Classification for Industrial Designs (Locarno Classification)"
published by World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO): Provided that registration of any
design would be subject to the fulfillment of provisions of the Act specifically 2(a) and 2(d). 

2.  If any doubt arises as to the class to which any particular description of article belongs, it shall be
determined by the Controller in consultation with the applicant wherever required. 

EXPLANATION: According to this rule, all articles for design registration must be classified according
to the latest edition of the International Classification for Industrial Designs (Locarno Classification)
published by WIPO. This ensures that India follows international standards for classifying designs.
However, a design will be registered only if it meets the legal definitions of “article” and “design” given
in Sections 2(a) and 2(d) of the Designs Act. If there is any doubt about the correct class of an article,
the Controller will decide the appropriate class after consulting the applicant, if necessary. 
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APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION
11. Application: -  
1. An application under Section 5 of the Act for the registration of a design shall be accompanied by
four copies of the representation of the design and the application and each of copy of the
representation of the design shall be dated and signed by the applicant or his agent. 
2. The application shall state the class in which the design is to be registered, and the article or
articles to which the design is to be applied. 
3. If it is desired to register the same design in more than one class of article, a separate application
shall be made in each class of article and the application shall contain the number or numbers of the
registration or registration already effected. 
4. If so required by the Controller, the applicant shall state purpose for which the article is used. 

EXPLANATION: According to this rule, when applying for design registration under Section 5 of the
Designs Act, the applicant must submit four copies of the design representation. Each copy must be
dated and signed by the applicant or their authorized agent. The application must clearly mention the
class under which the design is being registered; and the article(s) to which the design will be applied.
If the same design needs to be registered for more than one class of article, a separate application
must be filed for each class. These applications should also refer to any existing registration numbers
if the design has already been registered. If the Controller asks, the applicant must specify the
purpose or intended use of the article for which the design is being registered. 
 
12. Statement of novelty: - 
The applicant may, and shall, if required by the Controller in any case so to do, endorse on the
application and each of the representation a brief statement of the novelty he claims for his design. 

EXPLANATION: The rule 12 states that the applicant can, and must if the Controller asks, write a
short statement on the application and each design copy explaining what is new or unique about the
design. 

13. Additional copies of representation or specimens: - 
If the controller in any case so requires, the applicant shall supply one or more representations or
specimens of the design in addition to those supplied with the application. 

EXPLANATION: As per this rule, if the Controller requests, the applicant must provide one or more
extra copies of the design representation or actual specimens, in addition to the copies already
submitted with the application. 

14. Representation: -  
1.The four copies of the design required by Rule 11 shall be exactly similar drawings, photographs,
tracings or other representations [including computer graphics] of the design or shall be specimens
of the design. 
2.When a design is to be applied to a set, each representation accompanying the application shall
show all the various arrangements in which it is proposed to apply the design to the articles included
in the set. 
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3.Each representation of the design whether to be applied to a single article or to a set, shall be on
durable paper of A4 size (210mm x 296.9mm)(and not on cardboard) and shall appear on one side
only of the paper. The figure or figures shall be placed in an upright position on the sheet in size in
which the details are clearly visible. When more figures than one are shown, these shall, where
possible, be on one or more sheets, and each shall be designated (e.g., perspective view; front
perspective view; front view, side view) etc. 
4.When a design is to be applied to a set, any doubt whether the given articles do or do not constitute
a set shall be determined by the Controller. 
5.If the specimens are not, in the opinion of the Controller, suitable for record in the office they shall
be replaced by representations. 
6.Where words, letters or numerals are not of the essence of the design, they shall be removed from
the representations or specimens; where they are of the essence of the design, the Controller may
require the insertion of a disclaimer of any right to their exclusive use. 
7.Each representation of a design, which consists of a repeating surface pattern, shall show the
complete pattern and a sufficient portion of the repeat in length and width, and shall not be of less
size than 13.00 centimeters by 10.00 centimeters. 
8.If the name or representations of living persons appear on a design the Controller shall, if he so
requires, be furnished with consents from such persons before proceeding to register the design. In
the case of deceased person, the Controller may call for consent from the legal representative before
proceeding with registration of the design on which the names or representations appear. 
9.Photographs shall be pasted on the representation sheets firmly only with the help of strong
adhesive, not by any other means including stapler pin and cellotape. 
10.Where photographs are used in the representation sheets, one of the four copies of the
representation sheets shall not be covered with cellophane/tracing papers, or any other papers. 

EXPLANATION: All design representations must be accurate, clear and properly presented. The four
copies submitted under Rule 11 should be identical and may include drawings, photographs, tracings,
computer graphics, or actual specimens. When a design is applied to a group of articles, all of the
design's arrangements must be displayed, and the Controller will determine if the articles make up a
set. Each representation should be on durable A4 paper, on one side only, with the design upright and
clearly visible, including multiple views labeled appropriately. If specimens are unsuitable for office
records, they must be replaced with representations. Words, letters, or numerals not essential to the
design should be removed, while essential ones may require a disclaimer. Repeating surface patterns
must show the complete pattern and a sufficient portion of the repeat, with a minimum size of 13 cm
by 10 cm. If the design includes names or images of living persons, consent must be provided, and
for deceased persons, consent may be required from legal representatives. Photographs must be
firmly pasted with strong adhesive, not stapled or taped, and at least one copy must remain
uncovered by cellophane or tracing paper. 

15. Reciprocity application for the registration of a design: -  
1. Every reciprocity application for the registration of a design shall contain a statement that an
application in United Kingdom or convention country or group of countries or inter-governmental
organisation has been made for the protection of the design to which such reciprocity application
relates and shall specify convention country or group of countries or inter-governmental organisation
in which any such application has been made and the official date or dates thereof respectively. 
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The application shall be made within six months from the date of the first application in United
Kingdom or convention country or group of countries or inter-governmental organisation by the
person by whom such application in United Kingdom or convention country or group of countries or
inter-governmental organisation was made, or by the legal representative or assignee of the person
either alone or jointly with any other person. 
2. In addition to the four copies of the representations of the design filed or left with every reciprocity
application for the registration of a design, a copy of the design filed or deposited by the applicant or
his predecessor in title as the case may be, in respect of the first application in United Kingdom or
convention country or group of countries or inter-governmental organization, duly certified by the
Official Chief or Head of the organization in which it was filed, or deposited or otherwise verified to
the satisfaction of the Controller, shall be filed or left at the office at the same time as the reciprocity
application or within such further time not exceeding three months as the Controller may allow on an
application made in Form 18 with the fee specified in the First Schedule. 
3. Save as aforesaid and as provided by Rule 30 all proceedings in connection with a reciprocity
application shall be taken within the time and in the manner required by the Act or prescribed by these
rules for ordinary application. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 15, a reciprocity application is made in India based on a prior
application filed in the United Kingdom, a convention country, a group of countries, or an inter-
governmental organization. The application must include a statement specifying where the earlier
application was madeand its official date(s); and it must be filed within six months of the first foreign
application by the original applicant, their legal representative, or assignee. Along with the four copies
of design representations, a certified copy of the foreign application, verified by the official head of
the organization or to the satisfaction of the Controller, must be submitted either at the time of filing
or within three months if allowed by the Controller on Form 18 with the prescribed fee. Except for
these provisions and as provided under Rule 30, all other procedures and time-lines for reciprocity
applications follow the same requirements as ordinary design applications under the Act and rules. 

16. Manner in which a claim under sub-section (1) of Section 8 shall be made.— 
1. A claim under sub-sections (1) [and (5)] of Section 8 shall be made inForm-2. 
2. The original assignment or agreement or other document affecting right, title or interest in the
application or an official or notarially certified copy thereof shall also be furnished for the Controller's
inspection and the Controller may call for such other proof of title or written consent as he may
require. 

EXPLANATION:As per this rule, a claim under sub-sections (1) or (5) of Section 8 must be made using
Form-2. The applicant is required to submit the original assignment, agreement, or any other
document establishing their right, title, or interest in the design application, or an officially or notarially
certified copy for the Controller’s inspection. The Controller may also request additional proof of title
or written consent as deemed necessary to verify the claim. 

17. Acceptance 
Upon receipt of an application for registration, the controller may accept it, if he considers that there
is no lawful objection in the report of examiner to the design being registered. After acceptance the
Controller will issue the certificate of registration as specified in the Fifth Schedule of the rules
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EXPLANATION: According to the rule 17, when a design application is submitted, the Controller
reviews the examiner’s report to check for any lawful objections. If the Controller finds no valid
objections, the application is accepted. Once accepted, the Controller issues the certificate of
registration in the format specified in the Fifth Schedule of the Designs Rules. 
 
18. Objections:-  

1.  If on consideration of the report of the examiner on the application referred under sub-section (1)
of Section 5, any objection appear to the Controller is adverse to the applicant or requires any
amendment of the application, a statement of such objections shall be sent to the applicant or his
agent in writing, and unless within three months from the date of official communication of
objection the applicant or his agent removes the objection or applies for hearing, the applicant
shall be deemed to have withdrawn his application: 

2.  Provided that the period for removal of the objection shall not exceed the time period of six
months from the date of filing of the application or may be extended for a further period not
exceeding three months on a request made in Form 18 by the applicant or his agent along with
the fee specified in the First Schedule before the expiry of the stipulated period of six months. 

3.  If the applicant or his agent applies for a hearing under sub-rule (1) within a period of three month
from the date of communication of the statement of objections or if the Controller considers it
desirable to do so, whether or not the applicant has refiled his application, fix a date for hearing
having regard to the time remaining for completion of the application as provided under Rule 21. 

4.  When a hearing has been fixed under sub-rule (2) the applicant shall be given at least 10 days
notice of such fixation or such shorter notice as appear to the Controller to be reasonable in the
circumstances of the case and applicant shall as soon as possible notify the Controller whether
he shall attend the hearing. 

5.  Hearing, as required under sub-rules (1), (2) and (3) may be allowed whenever possible on phone
followed by detailed submission on tele-fax/e-mail. 

6.  After hearing the applicant or without a hearing if the applicant has not attended or has notified
that he does not desire to be heard, the Controller may register or refuse to register the design as
he thinks fit. 

EXPLANATION: This rule explains about the objections and hearing of a design application. After
examining a design application, if the examiner’s report shows any objections either adverse to the
applicant or requiring amendments, the Controller will send a written statement of objections to the
applicant or their agent.The applicant has three months from the date of receiving the objection to
remove the objection or request a hearing.The overall period for removing objections cannot exceed
six months from the date of filing the application.This period can be extended by up to three months
if the applicant applies in Form 18 and pays the fee before the six-month period ends.If the applicant
requests a hearing within the three-month period or if the Controller thinks a hearing is necessary, a
hearing date is fixed considering the remaining time for completing the application. The applicant is
given at least 10 days’ notice or a shorter period if the Controller consider it reasonable and must
inform the Controller whether they will attend. Hearings can be conducted by phone followed by
detailed submissions via fax or email. After the hearing, or if the applicant chooses not to attend, the
Controller may register or refuse to register the design at their discretion. 
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19. Decision of Controller: - 
The decision of the Controller containing the grounds and materials used by him in arriving the
decision at such hearing as aforesaid shall be communicated in writing to the applicant or his agent. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 19, after considering a design application and any hearing, the
Controller makes a decision on whether to register or refuse the design.This decision will include the
reasons and the materials relied upon by the Controller in reaching it. The decision is then
communicated in writing to the applicant or their authorized agent. 

20. Date for appeal: -
The date on which the decision of the Controller is dispatched shall be deemed to be the date of the
Controller’s decision for the purpose of appeal. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 20, the date on which the Controller’s decision has been
dispatched will be treated as the date of the Controller’s decision for the purpose of appeal. 

21. Non-completion within stipulated period. 
An application which owing to any negligence or default of the applicant, has not been completed so
as to enable registration to be effected within six months or within extended period as specified in
Rule 18 from the date of application, shall be deemed to be abandoned. 

EXPLANATION: According to this rule, If an applicant fails to complete the registration process within
six months from the date of application or within the extended time allowed under Rule 18 due to
their own negligence or default, the application will be treated as abandoned. This means it will no
longer be considered for registration and will not proceed further. 

22. Publication of the particulars of registered design under Section 7  
On acceptance of the design filed in respect of an application, the Controller shall direct the
registration and publication of the particulars of the application and the representation of the article
to which the design has been applied, in the Official Journal referred to in Section 145 of the Patents
Act, 1970 (39 of 1970). When publishing in the Journal referred to in Section 145 of the Patents Act,
1970 (39 of 1970), the Controller may select one or more views of the representation of the design,
which, in his opinion, would depict the design best. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 22, once a design application is accepted, the Controller shall
order the registration and arrange for the publication of its details in the Official Journal (as per
Section 145 of the Patents Act, 1970). When the design is published in the Patent Office Journal,the
Controller can choose one or more views (like front, side, top)that best show what the design looks
like. 

23. Manner of making an application under sub-section (2) of section 11: - 
An application under sub-section (2) of section 11 shall be made in Form -3. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 23, an application under section 11(2) of the Designs Act 2000,
should be made in Form 3. 
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24. Restoration of Designs: -  
1. An application for the restoration of a design under Section 12 shall be made in Form - 4. 
2. Upon consideration of the application and the evidence adduced by the proprietor of the design, if
any, if the Controller is satisfied that a prima facie case for the restoration of the design has not been
made out he shall intimate the proprietor of the design accordingly, and unless within one month from
the date of such intimation the proprietor requests to be heard in the matter, the Controller shall
refuse the application. 
3. If the registered proprietor requests for hearing within the time allowed and the Controller after
giving the register proprietor such a hearing, is prima facie satisfied that the failure to pay the fee for
extension of copy right was unintentional, he shall allow the application for restoration. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 24, an application for the design restoration under section 12 of
the Designs Act 2000, should be made in Form 4. After checking the restoration application and any
documents,if the Controller feels there's no good reason to restore the design,a written notice will be
sent to the proprietor.The proprietor then has 1 month time to request for a hearing. If no hearing is
requested within that time, the application is rejected. 
 
25. Payment of unpaid extension fee: -  
1. If the Controller decides in favour of the registered proprietor of the design, the proprietor shall pay
the unpaid fees for the extension of copyright and additional fee specified in the First Schedule, within
a month from the date of the order of the Controller allowing the proprietor for restoration of the
design. 
2. The Controller shall advertise in the Official Journal referred to in Section 145 of the Patents Act,
1970 (39 of 1970) his decision on the application for restoration. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 25, if the Controller approves the restoration of a design, the
registered proprietor must pay the pending renewal (extension) fee along with any additional fee
mentioned in the First Schedule, within one month from the date of the Controller’s order allowing the
restoration. After this, the Controller will publish the decision regarding the restoration of the design in
the Official Journal referred to under Section 145 of the Patents Act, 1970. 
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MARKING OF ARTICLES
1.  Marking of articles before delivery on sale:  

Before delivery on sale of any article to which a registered design has been applied, the proprietor of
such design shall cause each such article to be marked with the word REGISTERED or with the
abbreviation REGD., or with the abbreviation RD, as he may choose, and also (except in the case of
articles made of soft or brittle in nature to which have been applied designs registered in different
classes of articles) with the number appearing on the certificate of registration: 
Provided that the requirements of this rule and clause (b) of sub-section (1) of Section 15 of the Act
shall be dispensed with as regards- 

1.  Textile goods in which the design is printed or woven, other than handkerchiefs; and 
2.  Articles made of charcoal dust, which are brittle and which are not sold in single pieces. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 26, before selling any product that uses a registered design,the
owner must mark each item with the word REGISTERED, or the short form REGD. or RDand the
registration number from the certificate.This helps others know the design is legally protected.
However, there are exceptions to this rule: it does not apply to textile goods where the design is
printed or woven (except for handkerchiefs), and to brittle items made from charcoal dust that are not
sold individually. 
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INSPECTIONS AND SEARCHES
27. Registered designs shall be open to public inspection after the notification of the said design in
Official Journal referred to in Section 145 of the Patents Act, 1970 (39 of 1970) and the application
together with representation of the design may be inspected on a request made in Form-5. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 27, all the registered designs should be open for the public
inspection after the notification of the said design in the Official Gazette. Any design application
along with the design representation can be inspected by anyone interested, upon submission of any
such request made in the Form – 5. 

28. Search under section 18: -  
Request for information as specified in Section 18 of the Act may be made by any person in Form - 6
with the fee as specified in the Schedule of fees and shall contain the registration number of the
design for which information is required. 

If the applicant is unable to furnish the registration number of the design, he shall file with the
Controller, in Form - 7 together with such information as is in his possession, and the Controller shall
thereupon cause search to be made in the class indicated therein as much as be possible on the
information supplied, and shall furnish such information as may be obtainable. Where Form - 7 is
accompanied by a representation or specimen of the design, such representation or specimen shall
be furnished in duplicate. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 28, under section 18 of the Designs Act, any person seeking
information about a registered design may submit a request using Form-6, along with the prescribed
fee as outlined in the Schedule of Fees. This request must include the registration number of the
design in question.Moreover, if the applicant is unable to furnish the design registration number, then
he should contact the Controller and should make a request in Form 7 together with all the
information available to him/her. Based on the information provided and the class indicated, the
Controller will conduct a search to the extent possible and furnish any obtainable information. If
Form-7 is accompanied by a representation or specimen of the design, it must be submitted in
duplicate. 
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CANCELLATION
29. Cancellation of registration of designs under section 19: -  
1. A petition to the Controller for the cancellation of the registration of a design shall be made in
duplicate in Form - 8 and shall be accompanied by a statement and evidence in duplicate setting out
the nature of the applicant's interest and the facts upon which he bases his application. 
2. If the petition for the cancellation of the registration of a design is made by person who is not the
registered proprietor, a copy of the petition along with the statement and evidence shall be
transmitted by the Controller to the registered proprietor. 
3. If the registered proprietor intends to oppose the application he shall within a time to be specified
by the Controller, file at the office a counter statement and evidence setting out the grounds on which
he intends to oppose the application and shall deliver to the applicant a copy thereof simultaneously. 
4. The applicant may, after delivery to him of the copy of the registered proprietor's counter statement
and evidence leave at the office, evidence in reply by way of affidavits in support of his case and shall
also deliver to the registered proprietor a copy of thereof simultaneously. 
5. Omitted 
6. Omitted 
7. No further statement of evidence shall be left by either party except by leave of or on requisition by
the Controller. 
8. Where a document is in a language other than English and is referred to in any statement or
evidence filed in connection with an petition under Section 19 or opposition thereto, an attested
translation thereof in English shall be furnished in duplicate. 
9. The time allowed for filling the counter-statement and evidence or for leaving reply evidence shall
ordinarily be one month which may be extended only by a special order of the Controller given on a
petition with the fee specified in the First Schedule made by party seeking extension of time: 
Provided that the extension so granted shall in no case exceed three months in aggregate. 
10. On completion of the filing of the statement and the evidence referred to sub-rules (1) to (8) or at
such other time as he may decide, the Controller shall appoint a hearing of the petition for
cancellation and shall give the parties not less than ten days' notice of such hearing. 
11.If either party desires to be heard, he shall give to the Controller a notice in Form - 20 of his
intention to attend the hearing. 
12. If, at the hearing, either party intends to refer to any publication, he shall give to the Controller and
to the other party not less than five days' notice of such intention, together with the details of the
publication to which he intends to refer. 
13. After hearing the party or parties desirous of being heard or without a hearing, if neither party
desires to be heard or attends the hearing, the Controller shall decide on the petition and the
opposition, if any, and notify his decision to the parties. 

EXPLANATION: This rule indicates the procedure for cancellation of registration of designs under
Section 19 and the various steps involved are as follows; 
- Petition must be filed in Form-8, in duplicate, with statement and evidence. 
- If petitioner is not the registered proprietor, Controller sends documents to the proprietor. 
- Proprietor may oppose by filing counter-statement and evidence within time specified; copy to
applicant. 
- Applicant may file reply evidence (affidavits); and must also deliver a copy to the registered
proprietor. 
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- No further evidence allowed unless permitted by Controller. 
- Non-English documents must be filed with attested English translations in duplicate. 
- Time for filing counter/reply evidence: 1 month, extendable up to 3 months by special order with fee. 
- Controller appoints hearing after evidence filing; and notify both parties at least ten days in advance. 
- Parties must notify intention to attend hearing via Form-20. 
-If a party plans to refer to any publication during the hearing, that party must notify the Controller and
the other party at least five days prior, including details of the publication. 
- Controller decides petition after hearing or without hearing if none attend; decision is notified. 

Chapter 5: Cancellation
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REGISTER OF DESIGN
30. Registering designs: -  
1.Where a design is accepted, there shall be entered in the Register of Design, in addition to the
particulars required by the Act, the number of the design, the class in which it is registered, the date of
filing the application for registration in this country, the reciprocity date, if any, claim for the
registration, and such other matters as would effect the validity or proprietorship of the design. 
2.When such Register of Design is maintain wholly or partly on computer under floppies or diskettes,
such computer floppies or diskettes shall be maintained under superintendence and control of
Controller and in case of any dispute or doubt with regard to information of designs, the information
as contained in the backup file or master file shall be final. 
3.Where the accepted design is one in respect of which a reciprocity date has been allowed, the
registration, the extension or the expiration of the copyright in the said design shall be reckoned from
such reciprocity date. 

EXPLANATION: This rule outlines how the registration of a design is officially recorded and
maintained in the Register of Designs once it has been accepted by the Controller. 
Recording design details: When a design is accepted for registration, specific details must be entered
in the Register of Designs. These include: 

The registration number of the design, 
The class in which the design is registered (as per the classification system), 
The date of filing of the application in India, 
The reciprocity date, if the design has been filed in a convention country earlier, 
The claim for registration, and 
Any other information that may affect the validity or ownership of the design. 

This ensures that all essential information about the registered design is properly documented for
legal and administrative purposes. 

Maintenance of electronic records: 
If the Register of Designs is maintained digitally (on computers, floppies, or other electronic
media), it must be done under the supervision and control of the Controller. 
In case of any dispute or confusion regarding the details of a design, the information stored in the
backup or master file will be treated as the final and authentic record. 

Reciprocity date effect: If the design was filed first in a foreign country that has a reciprocal
arrangement with India, and the applicant claims that earlier foreign filing date (reciprocity date), then
the registration, extension, or expiry of copyright in the design will be calculated from that reciprocity
date instead of the Indian filing date. 

31. Alteration of address:  
A proprietor of a registered design may make a request in Form - 22 to the Controller for alteration of
his name, or address,, or addresses for service, in the Register of Design. The Controller may require
such proof of alteration so requested as he may think fit before acting on the request and on
satisfaction, the Controller shall cause the Register to be altered accordingly. 
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EXPLANATION: According to the rule 31, a proprietor of a registered design may make a request for
the alteration of his name, or address, or addresses for service, in the Register of Design by
submitting Form 22 to the Controller. The Controller may ask for proof or supporting documents (like
a name change certificate, address proof, etc.) to verify the change.Once the Controller is satisfied
with the evidence, the Register of Designs will be officially updated to reflect the new information. 

32. Registration of documents under sub-section (3) of section 30: - 
An application referred to in sub-section (3) of section 30 shall be made in Form- 10. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 32, an application referred to the section 30(3) should be made
in form 10. 

33. Application for entry of subsequent proprietorship: - 
An application referred to in sub-section (1)or (2) of the section 30 shall be made to the Controller in
Form 11 or 12 or 13 as the case may be. 

EXPLANATION: This rule deals with the transfer of ownership (proprietorship) of a registered design
for example, when a design is sold, assigned, or transmitted to another person or company. The new
proprietor must apply to the Controller of Designs using the correct form, depending on the nature of
ownership change: 
Form 11 – For entry of the name of a new proprietor or part-proprietor in the Register of Designs(i.e.
when ownership changes by assignment or transmission.) 
Form 12 – For entry of a mortgage or license relating to a registered design in the Register of Designs
(i.e. when ownership changes through mortgage, license, or other interest.) 
Form 13 – For entry of a notification of a document in the Register of Designs (e.g., court orders,
rectifications, or other legal documents affecting ownership). 

34. Particulars in applications: -
An application under Rule 33 shall contain the name, address and nationality of the person claiming
to be entitled, together with full particulars of the instrument, if any, under which he claims. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 34, when an application is made for the entry of a new
proprietor, license, or other rights in the Register of Designs, it must include certain essential details.
The applicant must provide their name, address, and nationality, along with complete particulars of
the document or instrument (such as an assignment deed, license agreement, mortgage deed, or
court order) under which they claim ownership or rights in the design. 

35. Production of documents of title and other proof: 
Every assignment, and every other document containing, giving effect to or being evidence of the
transmission of copyright in a registered design or affecting the proprietorship thereof or creating an
interest therein as claimed in application under Rule 33 shall unless the Controller otherwise directs,
be presented to him either in original, or notarially certified true copy together with the application and
he may call for such other proof of title or written consent as he may require for his satisfaction: 
Provided that in the case of a document which is a public document, an official or certified copy
thereof may be presented. 

Chapter 6: Register of Designs
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EXPLANATION: According to the rule 35, whenever an assignment, transmission, or any other
document that transfers or affects the ownership or rights in a registered design is relied upon, the
applicant must submit that document to the Controller of Designseither as the original or as a
notarially certified true copy. This document must be submitted along with the application made
under Rule 33. The Controller has the authority to ask for any additional proof of title or written
consent (for example, from the previous owner) if he feels it is necessary to verify the authenticity of
the transfer or ownership claim. However, there is a proviso (exception): if the document in question
is a public document (such as a record from a government office or an official register), then an
official or certified copy of that document can be submitted instead of the original or a notarized
copy. 
 
36. Form of entry: - The entry to be made in the Register on request under rule 34 shall be in the
following form: -  

 “In pursuance of an application received on the  
 […………………………………………………] 

 Registered as                Proprietor   
                                                         Licensees 

                                                            Mortgagees 
                                             etc. 

  By virtue of                     Assignment 
                                                     Licence 

                                                                   Mortgage deed 
                                                etc.  

 dated ___________________ and made between __________________ 
                                           of the one part and _____________________ 

 of the other part. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 36, all the entries should be made in the Register of the Design
upon request made under rule 34, in the above disclosed format. 

37. Entry of notification of documents:  
An application for entry in the Register of Design of notification of any document (not already
provided for), purporting to affect the proprietorship of a registered design, shall be accompanied by
an attested copy of the document, the accuracy of such copy being certified as the Controller may
direct, and the original or notarially certified true copy of the document shall at the same time be
produced and left at the Office if required for further verification..

EXPLANATION: This rule deals with the process of recording any document that affects the
ownership or rights of a registered design, other than those already covered by earlier rules (like
assignments, licenses, or mortgages).When such a document exists e.g. a court order, rectification
order, or any legal document that changes or impacts the proprietorship of a design, the person
concerned must make an application to the Controller for entering a notification of that document in
the Register of Designs.The application must be accompanied by an attested copy of the document
and this copy must be certified for accuracy in the manner the Controller specifies. Additionally, if the
Controller requires it, the original document or a notarially certified true copy must also be produced
and left at the Design Office for verification purposes. 

Chapter 6: Register of Designs
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38. Hours of inspection of Register: - 
The Register of Designs shall be open to the inspection of the public at all times on which the Office
is open to the public, except at times when they are required for actual official use. 

EXPLANATION: According to the rule 38, the Register, which contains official details about all
registered designs, their proprietors, and related entries shall be open for public inspection during the
office’s regular public working hours. However, there is one exception: the Register may not be
available for inspection when it is being used for official purposes (for example, when the office staff
are updating entries or verifying records). 

39. Rectification of Register: 
If an application is made for the rectification of the Register of Design under Section 31 of the Act, the
Controller shall notify all persons whose names, at the time of the application are entered on the
Register as claiming an interest in the design, and shall advertise the application in the Official
Journal referred to in Section 145 of the Patents Act, 1970 (39 of 1970). 

EXPLANATION: When someone requests a correction (i.e. if there is an error in ownership details, a
wrongly recorded design, or any incorrect or outdated information) in the Register of Designs, the
Controller must inform everyone connected to that design and publish a notice in the Official Journal
making the matter public so that any interested party can raise objections or provide input. 

40. Opposition to rectification: -  
Notice of opposition to any rectification of the Register of Design may be given within three months
of the advertisement of the application for rectification. 
The opponent shall, within fourteen days of giving notice of opposition, leave at the office his written
statement [and the evidence] in duplicate setting out the nature of his interest, the facts upon which
he bases his opposition and the relief, which he seeks. 
The Controller shall furnish the applicant with a copy each of the notice of opposition and the written
statement [and evidence]. 
The procedure specified in sub-rules (3) to (11) of Rule 29 relating to leaving evidence and hearing
shall, so far as may be, apply to the hearing of the application under Section 31 as they apply to the
hearing of a petition under Section 19. 

EXPLANATION: This rule deals with the procedure of filing opposition to rectification of the Register
of Designs. According to this rule, any person may file a notice of opposition within three months
from the date of rectification application is advertised. The opponent is required, within fourteen days
of giving such notice, to submit at the Design Office a written statement and supporting evidence in
duplicate. This statement must clearly outline the nature of the opponent’s interest, the factual
grounds for opposition, and the relief sought. The Controller shall provide the copies of the notice of
opposition, the written statement and the evidence submitted by the opponent, to the applicant for
rectification. The subsequent proceedings-including submission of further evidence and conduct of
the hearing- are governed by the same procedural framework as laid out in sub-rules (3) to (11) of
Rule 29, which deals with hearings under Section 19 of the Designs Act. 

Chapter 6: Register of Designs
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CERTIFICATES
41. Certified copies of documents: -  
Certified copies of an entry in the Register of Design or certified copies of, or extracts from
disclaimers, affidavits, declarations and other public documents in the Office, or from Register and
other records, shall be furnished by the Controller on payment of the prescribed fee. 

EXPLANATION: Rule 41 allow any person to obtain official certified copies of design-related
documents from the Designs Office after paying the required fee. These copies serve as legal proof
and are often required for litigation, court proceedings, licensing, academic research or institutional
records.  

42. Form etc. of affidavits: -  
1.The affidavits required by the Act and these rules, or used in any proceedings there under, shall be

headed in the matter or matters to which they relate, shall be drawn up in the first person, and
shall be divided into paragraphs consecutively numbered; and each paragraph shall, as far as
possible, be confined to one subject. Every affidavit shall state the description and true place of
abode of the person making the same, shall bear the name and address of the person leaving it
and shall state on whose behalf it is left. 

2.Affidavits shall be confined to such facts as the deponent is able of his own knowledge to prove,
expert on interlocutory applications, on which statements of his belief may be admitted, provided
that the grounds thereof are stated. 

3.Affidavits shall be sworn to as follows:— 
4. In India, before any Court or person having by law authority to receive evidence, or before any

officer empowered by such Court or person as aforesaid to administer oaths or to take affidavits; 
5. In any country or place outside India, before a diplomatic or consular office, within the meaning of

the Diplomatic and Consular Officers (Oaths and Fees) Act, 1948 (41 of 1948) in such country of
place or before a notary of the country or place, recognized by the Central Government under
Section 14 of the Notaries Act, 1952 (53 of 1952), or before a judge or magistrate of the country
of place. 

6.The person before whom an affidavit is sworn shall state the date on which and the place where
the same is sworn to and shall affix thereto his seal, if any, or the seal of the Court if the affidavit
is sworn to before the Court or an officer empowered by that Court and signed his name and state
his designation and address at the end thereof. 

7.Any affidavit purporting to have affixed, impressed or subscribed thereto or thereon the seal or
signature of any person authorized under sub-rule (3), in testimony of the affidavit having been
sworn to before him, may be admitted by the Controller without proof the genuineness of the seal
or signature, or of the official position of that person. 

8.Alterations and interlineations shall, before an affidavit is sworn to or affirmed be authenticated
by the initials of the person whom the affidavit is sworn to. 

9.Where the deponent is illiterate, blind or unacquainted with the language in which the affidavits is
written, a certificate by the person before whom the affidavit is sworn to, the effect that the
affidavit was read, translated or explained in his presence to the deponent, and the deponent
seemed perfectly to understand it and has signed the affidavit or affixed his mark in his presence,
shall be attached at the end of the affidavit. 

10.Every affidavit filed before the Controller in connection with any proceeding under the Act or these
rules shall be duly stamped under the provisions of any law for that time being in force. 
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Clause  Main Provision/Requirement 
Brief Explanation 

 

(1) 
Affidavit must be headed, written in first
person, in numbered paragraphs; must state
deponent’s and filer’s details. 

Specifies the proper format and identification
details of the affidavit. Must mention the matter
it relates to (e.g., design number or proceeding) 

(2) 
Should contain only facts known personally;
beliefs allowed in interim cases with
reasons. 

Ensures affidavits are based on personal
knowledge, not hearsay. 

(3) 

(a)  In India, must be sworn before a court    
or authorized officer. 
 

Defines authorized persons for affidavits within
India. 

(b)   Outside India, must be sworn before
diplomatic/consular officer, recognized
notary or judge/magistrate. 
 

Defines authorized persons abroad. 

(4) 
Officer must state date, place, seal,
signature, designation, and address. 

Ensures authentication and traceability of the
affidavit. 

(5) 
Controller may accept affidavit without
verifying seal or signature authenticity. 

Simplifies acceptance of properly attested
affidavits. 

(6) 
All alterations must be initialed before
swearing. 

Prevents unauthorized changes or tampering. 

(7) 
For illiterate/blind deponents, officer must
certify it was read/explained and
understood. 

Protects deponent’s understanding and
consent. 

(8)  Affidavit must be duly stamped under law. 
Ensures legal validity through stamp duty
compliance. 

EXPLANATION: This rule governs the format, content, attestation, and admissibility of affidavits
submitted in proceedings under the Designs Act. 

Chapter 7: Certificates
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AWARD OF COST BY CONTROLLER
43. Scale of Costs:  
In all proceedings before the Controller, the Controller may, save as otherwise expressly provided by
the Act or these rules, award such costs as he considers reasonable, having regard to all
circumstances of the case provided that the amount of costs awarded in respect of any matters set
forth in the Fourth Schedule to these rules shall not exceed the amount therein specified.
 
EXPLANATION: This rule empowers the Controller to award costs in any proceeding before them,
provided such costs are reasonable and appropriate to the circumstances of the case. However, the
amount cannot be more than the limit fixed in the Fourth Schedule. This ensures that cost awards
remain fair, transparent, and proportionate to the case. 
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MISCELLANEOUS POWERS OF CONTROLLER 
44. Exercise of discretionary power of Controller, miscellaneous power of Controller: 
The time within which a person entitled under Section 33 of the Act, to an opportunity of being heard
shall exercise his option of requiring to be heard shall be one month from the date of a notice which
the Controller shall give to such person or his agent before determining the matter with reference to
which such person is entitled to be heard. If within that month such person or his agent requires to be
heard, the Controller shall appoint a date for the hearing and shall give ten days’ notice thereof: 
Provided that if the giving of ten days’ notice would cause an application for the registration of design
to be deemed to have been abandoned before the hearing, the Controller may curtail the period of
notice. 

EXPLANATION: According to this rule, any person entitled under Section 33 of the Designs Act (for
example, someone affected by a design application) has the right to be heard before the Controller
makes a decision.  The person or their authorized agent must request to be heard within one month
from the date of the notice issued by the Controller. The Controller will appoint a date for the hearing
and shall normally give at least ten days notice of the hearing. But sometimes, if waiting 10 full days
might cause the design application to lapse for example, if a statutory deadline expires during that
period. To avoid automatic abandonment, the Controller is allowed to shorten the notice period and
hold the hearing sooner.  
 
45. Controller may require statement: 
Whether an applicant or agent desires to be heard or not, the Controller may at any time require him to
submit a statement in writing within a time to be notified by the Controller, or to attend before him and
make explanations with respect to such matters as the Controller may require. 

EXPLANATION: This rule empowers the Controller with discretionary authority to seek clarification
from an applicant or their agent at any stage of the design registration process, regardless of whether
the applicant has requested a hearing. Under this rule, the Controller may require the submission of a
written statement within a specified timeframe or may direct the applicant or agent to appear in
person and provide explanations on matters deemed relevant. This rule ensures that the Controller
has the necessary power to obtain complete and accurate information before making a decision. 
 
46. General power of amendment: 
Any document for the amending of which not special provision is made by the Act may be amended
and any irregularity in procedure which, in the opinion of the Controller, may be obviated without
detriment to the interest of any person, may be corrected if the Controller thinks fit, and upon such
terms as he may direct. 

EXPLANATION: This rule is about the Controller’s general power of amendment. If a document (such
as an application, form or statement) needs to be amended and the Designs Act or Rules do not have
a specific provision for such amendment, the Controller may still permit the change. Similarly, if there
is any procedural mistake or irregularity, the Controller may allow it to be corrected as long as doing
so does not harm the interests of any other person. 
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47. General power to enlarge time.— 
The time prescribed by these rules for doing any act or taking any proceeding where no special
provision is made there under may be enlarged by the Controller, for a period not exceeding three
months, if he thinks fit, and upon such terms as he may direct. 

EXPLANATION: In the absence of a specific provision, Rule 47 of the Designs Rules, 2001 grants the
Controller the general authority to extend the deadline for carrying out any act or initiating any
process under the Rules. If the Controller deems it necessary, he may extend the allotted time by up
to three months and apply whatever restrictions he sees proper. In order to prevent undue hardship
from minor delays, this rule allows for flexibility in procedural procedures. 

Chapter 9: MISCELLANEOUS POWERS OF CONTROLLER 
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REPEAL 
48. Repeal 
The Designs Rules, 1933 are hereby repealed: 
Provided that any application or other matter pending under those rules on the date of the coming
into force of these rules shall be disposed of under those rules. 

EXPLANATION: The previous Designs Rules, 1933, are repealed by Rule 48 of the Designs Rules,
2001. It does, however, contain a saving clause that requires that any application or case that was still
outstanding under the 1933 Rules at the time these new rules went into effect be treated and
adjudicated in accordance with the 1933 Rules.  
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Summary of the Design Rules, 2021 

The Designs (Amendment) Rules, 2021 came into force on January 25, 2021, introducing key reforms
to the Designs Rules, 2001. These modifications highlight the nation's commitment to fostering
innovation, particularly among startups, and conforming to global norms. 

1. Recognition of Startups as applicants 
Startups were added as a new category of design applicants. 
They now enjoy fee concessions similar to natural persons and small entities. 
This move supports innovation and IP protection among emerging businesses. 

2. Revised Fee Structure  
The fee schedule was revised to include reduced fees for startups, making design registration
more affordable for them. 

3. Adoption of Latest Locarno Classification 
India now follows the latest edition of the Locarno Classification (13th edition at the time), which
includes 32 classes and 237 sub-classes. 
This aligns India’s design classification system with international standards, facilitating global
filings and harmonization. 

4. Procedural Streamlining 
The amendment simplifies the design application and prosecution process. 
It improves administrative efficiency and clarity for applicants. 

5. Effective Date 
The amended rules came into force on January 25, 2021, as published in the Official Gazette. 

Note: The 1st, 2nd and 4th Schedule of the Design Rules 2021 is provided in Annexure:  
THE FIRST SCHEDULE (See Rule 5) - FEES 
THE SECOND SCHEDULE (See Rule 6) -LIST OF FORMS 
THE FOURTH SCHEDULE (See Rule 43)- SCALE OF COSTS ALLOWABLE IN PROCEEDINGS BEFORE
THE CONTROLLER 
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No. of
Entry 

On what payable 
No. of
Form 

Fee (Rs.) for
natural person

Fee (Rs.) for
others

1
On application for registration of design
under sections 5 and 44. 

1 1000 4000

2
On claim under section 8(1) to proceed as an
applicant or joint applicant. 

2 500 2000

3
On application for extension of copy right
under section 11(2). 

3 2000 8000

4
On application for restoration of lapsed
design under section 12(2). 

4 1000 4000

5 Additional fee for restoration.  ---  1000 4000

6
Inspection of registered design under section
17(1). 

5 500 2000

7
On request for information of design when
registration no. given under Section 18. 

6 500 2000

8
On request for information of design when
registration no. not given. 

7 1000 4000

9
On petition for cancellation of design under
section 19. 

8 1500 6000

10
Notice of intended exhibition or publication
of an unregistered design under section 21. 

9 500 2000

11

Application for registration of a document in
Register of Design under section 30(3), -  
         in respect of one design. 
             for each additional design. 

10
 

500.00 
200.00 

2000.00 
800.00

12

On application for entry of name of
proprietor or part proprietor in Register of
Design under section 30, -  
         in respect of one design. 
             for each additional design. 

11
 

500.00 
200.00 

2000.00 
800.00 

Contd….. 

Annexure

THE FIRST SCHEDULE 
(See rule 5 )

FEES 
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No. of
Entry 

On what payable 
No. of
Form 

Fee (Rs.) for
natural
person

Fee (Rs.) for
other(s)

13

On application for entry of mortgage or licence in
Register of design under section 30, -  
                in respect of one design. 
                        for each additional design. 

12
 

500.00 
200.00 

 
2000.00 
800.00 

14

Application for entry of notification of a document in
the Register of Design under section 30 and rule 37, -  
                in respect of one design. 
                        for each additional design. 

13
 

500.00 
200.00 

 
2000.00 
800.00 

15
On request for correction of clerical error under section
29. 

14 500 2000

16 On request for certificate under section 26 and rule 41.  15 500 2000

17
On application for certified copy of registered design
under section 17(2). 

16 500 2000

18
On application for rectification of Register of Design
under section 31. 

17 500 2000

19
On application for extension of time for filing priority
document under rule 15. 

18
200.00 

(per month) 
800.00 

(per month) 

20 On notice of opposition under rule 40.  19 100 400

21
Notice of intention to attend hearing under rules 29 and
40. 

20 500 2000

22 Form for authorisation of agent or other person.  21 -----  ----- 

23
On request to alter name or address or address for
Service in the Register of Design under rule 31. 

22 200 800

24
On request for entries of two addresses in the Register
of Design. 

23 200 800

25
On petition under rule 46 for amendment of any
document. 

-----  500 2000

26 On petition under rule 47 for enlargement of time.  -----  500 2000

27
Inspection of Register of Design under rule 38 (in
respect of each design). 

-----  250 1000

28 On petition not otherwise provided for -----  1000 4000

29
To be submitted for claiming the status of a small
entity/Startup

24 No fee No fee

Note: The First Schedule is all about the fees of the forms related to the design application along
with its purpose of application.  70



Form
No. 

Section or Rule  Title 

1 Sections 5 and 44  Application for registration of design/Application under reciprocal arrangement. 

2 Section 8(1)  Claim to proceed as an applicant or joint applicant. 

3 Section 11(2)  Application for Extension of copyright. 

4 Section 12(2)  Application for Restoration of lapsed design 

5 Section 17(1)  Inspection of registered design 

6 Section 18  Request for information when registration number is given. 

7 Section 18  Request for information when registration number is not given. 

8 Section 19  Petition to cancel registration of design. 

9 Section 21  Notice of intended exhibition or publication of unregistered design. 

10 Section 30(3)  Application for registration of a document in the Register Design. 

11 Section 30  Application for entry of name of proprietor or part proprietor in the Register. 

12 Section 30  Application for entry of mortgage or licence in the Register. 

13 Section 30 and rule 37  Application for entry of notification of a document in the Register. 

14 Section 29  Request for correction of clerical error. 

15 Section 26 and rule 41  Request for certificate. 

16 Section 17(2)  Application for certified copy of registered design. 

17 Section 31  Application for rectification of Register. 

18 rule 15  Application for extension of time for filing priority document. 

19 rule 40  Notice of opposition. 

20 rules 29 and 40  Notice of intention to attend hearing. 

21 Section 43  Power of authority to agents. 

22 rule 31  Request to alter name or address or address for service in Register 

23 Section 10  Request for entries of two addresses in the Register 

24 Rules 2 and 5 To be submitted for claiming the status of a small entity

THE SECOND SCHEDULE 
(See rule 6) 

List of forms 

Note: The Second Schedule is all about the relevant sections and rules, related to the different design
application forms along with their purpose of application. 
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91

Entry 
No. 

Matter in respect of which cost is to be
awarded 

Amount (Rs.) for natural
person/start-up/small

entity
Amount (Rs.) for others

1 For Notice of Opposition under rule 40.  100 400

2
For petition for cancellation of the
registration of for design under section 19. 

1000 4000

3
For notice of information to attend
Hearing. 

200 800

4
Stamps for Power of Attorney, where a
professional has been appointed. 

The amount actually
paid. 

The amount actually
paid. 

5 Stamps fee in respect of relevant Affidavit. 
The amount actually

paid. 
The amount actually

paid. 

6 For Statement under rules 29(1) and 40(2).  200 800

7
For Counter Statement under rules29(3)
and 40(4). 

200 800

8 For each Affidavit, if relevant.  100 400

9 For each Citation, if relevant.  100 400

10
For each unnecessary or irrelevant
Affidavit or Citation. 

100 400

11
For every day or part of a day of Hearing
before the Controller. 

500 2000

THE FOURTH SCHEDULE 
(See rule 43) 

Scale of costs allowable in proceedings before the Controller 

Note: The Fourth Schedule is all about the fees related to different procedural steps which may be needed to
be applied during the prosecution of a design application registration, but don’t have any specific form for

submitting that specific request.  



Notes




